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to corporal and exhibited a talent for hard
word and skill. When Serjeant Dave Smith
made the momentous decision to stand
down and move back into the ranks as a
musketman, he had no hesitation in recommending Shawn to fill his role as serjeant in
Duncan’s Company.
I know that Shawn will show the skill and
tenacity that is required to be an nco in the
King’s Royal Yorkers and have no doubt he
will be a valuable leader in the future.
Colonel James

P ro m ot i on i n D uncan ’ s
C o m pany

C

orporal Shawn Finnegan has
been promoted to the rank of serjeant
in Duncan’s Company effective April 2,
2013. Shawn enlisted with the regiment on
July 31, 2004 and was assigned to Duncan’s
Company. From that time he showed himself to be a candidate for promotion in
Duncan’s Company. Shawn was promoted

E ducat i on of a So l d i er

T

he common soldier in the British
Army usually was recruited from the
working or lower classes where a formal
education was rare. The army itself trained
its soldiers through repeated drilling, with
much attention to obedience of orders.
Therefore, one would assume that little or
no attention was paid to a soldiers literacy
levels. Don Hagist, a well-known military
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C o m i n g

E v e n t s

june 15-16
Black Creek
july 6-7
Fort Ontario,
(EVENT C ANCELLED)
aug 3-4
Fort Niagara, NY
aug 24-25
Newtown, NY
sept 20-22
Loyalist Heritage Weekend,
Kingston
oct 12-13
Schoharie, NY
(2nd Battalion)
oct 19-20
Gloucester Point, VA
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A
historian, has recently written a book titled
“British Soldiers, American War”, that
concentrates on the soldiers personal life,
before, during and after the Revolution.
I’ve copied a section of the book that
deals with literacy and education in the
British Army in the American Revolution,
and it shows that some regiments - not all
- provided schooling for their rank and file,
knowing that this would improve the quality of their junior leaders.
Another prolific author included a similar recommendation in two of his works,
suggesting that “A Serjeant, or Corporal,
whose sobriety, honesty, and good conduct,
can be depended upon, and who is capable
to teach writing, reading, and arithmetic,
should be employed to act in the capacity of school master, by whom soldiers and
their children may be carefully instructed: a
room or tent should be appointed for that
use; and it would be highly commendable if
the chaplain, or his deputy, would pay some
attention to the conduct of the school.”
That these recommendations were followed by at least some regiments is proven
by orders given in several regiments, worth
repeating here verbatim:
“A school to be established in the
Barracks at the Mess Room for instructing the younger Men in Writing &
Arithmetick 2 hours in the Forenoon & 2 in
the Afternoon… The men who attend the
School may have paper by applying to the
Qr. Mr. Serjeant… A return to be given in

immediately of each Company the Names
of the men who Attend the School.”
“The
Regimental
School
now
Established to be kept up in all Quarters
and duly attended. The Serjeant who has
the direction of it to report any who should
be bad behaved, Remiss or Irregular. At the
end of every 2d Month, he will give in a
return to the Commanding Officer of the
Names of those, who attend the School of
each Company, what they learn, whether
to read or write &c and the progress they
make. If they are in any way remarkably
well behaved, &c he will Notice them.”
“In consequence of the non Commisd
Officers being Ordered to put themselves
to school for their improvement in Writing
and Arithmetick, such of them as are at present under a greater weekly stoppage then
the usual Arrears, Officers Commanding
Companys will augment their weekly Pay,
to whatever sum they may think sufficient
to pay for their Schooling & to furnish them
with Paper, pens and ink.”
Some of these regiments who set up
schools not only educated their soldiers, but
provided paper, pens and ink in addition to
augmenting their pay. Life in the British
army could be hard and at times brutal,
with many officers being neglectful of
their men’s welfare. This particular account
shows that some regimental commanders
had a sense of social responsibility for the
men under their charge.
Colonel James

s we head into the 2013 Campaign
Season several changes have been
made to the Yorker Calendar. Get your
copy of the Calendar out and make the following revisions:
• Fort Ontario ( July 6-7) – Our
appearance at Fort Ontario has been
cancelled. Given the heavy 1812 schedule this year, many members felt they
weren’t able to support this event. Rather
than show up with small numbers, the
decision has been made to postpone this
event to another season.
• Fort Niagara – Although an early
edition of the Calendar showed Fort
Niagara as the weekend of July 21-22,
it is actually scheduled for August 3-4.
Make sure this event is recorded correctly
on your calendar. It would be too bad to
show up on the wrong weekend.
• Thornhill Parade (Sept 21) – This
year we are going to give the Thornhill
Parade a rest, so that we can fully support
the Loyalist Heritage Weekend in the
Kingston-Bath-Adolphustown area. This
event is being organized by David Smith
and features some of the important UEL
sites along the Loyalist Parkway. Several
1812-era units have agreed to attend the
Thornhill Parade in our place.
Please take note of these changes to avoid
an unfortunate error.
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Bl a c k
Creek
J une 1 5 - 1 6

S

o, what have you got planned for
the Father’s Day Weekend this year.
Perhaps you’ve planned to do something
that you really enjoy, a gathering of friends,
or an activity where your family can joinin. You don’t want to travel too far, but you
want to feel like you’ve had a get-away. You
want to have some down-time, but you
also want to be involved in something that
will be fun. Gee, that sounds like a Yorker
Event at Black Creek Pioneer Village.
Here’s what that Colonel has planned for
his troops:
“The struggle against the rebels continues at the village on the Black Creek.
Once again the Crown Forces have to deal
with that rebellious incendiary C. Paterson
Esq., who is planning to take the village
in the name of that traitorous mob known
as Congress. The village will have to be
secured by our Loyal forces and the public
buildings guarded against the rebel mobs.

We will also encounter their scurrilous militia and continentals.
The Yorker colours will be paraded
with pomp and ceremony, and the Musick
will demonstrate on the common to show
the strength of His Majesty’s troops. All
companies of the Yorkers, along with the
assistance of our sister regiments, will provide troops for patrolling the outlying areas
to maintain the security of the citizenry.
Our intention is to bring the rebels to battle
and defeat them soundly.
The Loyalist Innkeeper is brewing
additional casks of Spruce Beer for His
Majesty’s Troops pleasure at the Halfway
House. Guarding this supply of beer is of
the utmost importance.”
Colonel James
As you can see, there will be a lot going
on at Black Creek on June 15 & 16. The
excavations and construction that were an

issue last year are all done, so we will have
full access to the site once again, with good
ground for the public battles and tactical
exercises.
The annual outing at Black Creek is
always a Yorker favourite, with enough
troops to fill company camp sites throughout the Village. It is also an occasion when
there is a good turnout from other Northern
Brigade units. The Queen’s Rangers for
instance, are expecting at least twenty soldiers under arms for this weekend. And of
course, the Loyal Refugees and Followers
are always present in big numbers, due in
part to the excellent ladies’ program that is
typically run at this event.
Given the relatively light Rev War calendar this season, everyone should make
a special effort to attend Black Creek. As
always, it promises to be an excellent event,
with something special for everyone.
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Dispatches from Lansing Manor
Dear Colonel James:
I'd like to thank you for your support and
for the excellent service of the krrny at
Lansing Manor 2013. We delivered the
numbers we promised to John [Osinski]
and the Yorkers were instrumental in
helping us have a remarkably good event.
I doubt I need to tell you how well the
krrny dominated their opposition in
every engagement, and I'd like to thank you
personally for your leadership.
If this were a real army, I would say that
the krrny should be 'mentioned in dispatches' for their gallant service.

I hope that this heralds in a great season,
even if there aren't enough events. I already
see movement to indicate that next year will
have a return to a better schedule, with two
or even three really good events within driving range of Ottawa and Toronto.
Thanks for the help and support, and my
especial commendation for the music, who
I view as a massive force multiplier.
   
Yours,
Brigadier Christian Cameron

Before You Push the “DELETE” Key…

O

hhhh, the blessing and the curse
of e-mail.
Back in the olden days a Company Officer
or nco would get on the phone and call all
his guys to remind them of the upcoming
event, make sure they had rides and confirm
that they would be attending. What a job!
It took a long time to make all those calls,
many times people couldn’t be reached by
phone, and often messages weren’t returned.
Now, an e-mail can be prepared and sent in
a matter of minutes, with all the required
information. What a blessing!
So the e-mail has now arrived in the
Inbox, waiting for a quick and enthusiastic
reply. And then it starts…
“Oh, did you send me an e-mail”
“I don’t check my e-mail very often”
“I get so much junk mail that I just delete
most of them”
“I read it, but I haven’t had a chance to
respond”
“I forgot”
“I didn’t realize that you needed a reply”
“I guess I didn’t give you my new e-mail
address”
And this would be the curse of e-mail.
As with any other organization, club,
team, social group, etc. it is very important
to have good communications within the
membership. If you’re a Yorker and will be
driving 6 or 7 hours to get to an event, it

would be good to know that you won’t be
the only one there. If you’re going to buy
supplies for the Company Mess Group, it
would be helpful to know if you’ll need food
for 2 people or 20 people. If you’re going
to drive by yourself to an event, it might be
useful to know that someone else can’t go
because they don’t have a ride. And when
the Colonel asks how many guys he will
command at an upcoming event, it would
better if you didn’t have to say “I heard back
from three guys, no one else responded”.
E-mail can be such a good tool, but
to make the communication effective,
you need to reply. Before you press
the “Delete” key, give your Company
officer/nco the courtesy of a quick
response. It will make our organization
function so much better.
Sjt Mjr Dave Putnam

F o r t N i aga r a

Soldiers of the
Revolution
A ugu s t 3 - 4

T

here are few historic sites in North
America that have as rich a military
history as Fort Niagara (see article below).
When you stand in the Old French Castle
you can almost hear the banter of a French
trader as he barters for beaver pelts; or see
John Butler leaning over a map as he plans
his next raid into the Mohawk Valley; or
smell the black powder as British troops
overpower an American sentry in 1813.
On the weekend of August 3-4 we will
have the opportunity to soak ourselves
in this history as we participate in Fort
Niagara’s “Soldiers of the Revolution”
event.
Sure, it can be a long drive for those in the
East, and yes, it is a relatively small event,
but we always have a good time at this
site and the organizers are always gracious
hosts. For those who haven’t been there
for some time, this will be an opportunity
to explore the new Visitors Centre and
Museum. The Yorkers are also planning a
variety of activities to fill the weekend. And
given the relatively light schedule through
July and August, it is one more opportunity
to put on your uniform before the season
quickly winds down in the Fall.
It would be great to have a good turnout for this event. Mark this one on your
calendar.
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F o r t N i aga r a in the R evol u t i on

Q
“M

ajestic, seemingly imperishable, Old Fort Niagara stands
on a twenty-foot rise overlooking Lake
Ontario, at the point where the impetuous waters of the Niagara River, after their
plunge in breathtaking cataracts and frantic
rushes through a gorge, at last find journey’s
end on the broad bosom of an inland sea.
The three-hundred-year-old saga of the
Niagara Frontier is part of the turbulent
Colonial histories of France, England, and
the United States, and incorporates the
story of the ascendancy and downfall of the
great Iroquois League. From the time of its
construction the fort exercised an immense
influence over a vast extent of territory, serving as a centre of civilization from which
all the commerce of that time radiated. It
guarded the gateway to the West, prevented
encroachments of rivals, and dispensed
provisions and supplies for exploring expeditions or destructive raids.”
So begins Robert B. Roberts description of
Fort Niagara in his book, “New York’s Forts
in the Revolution”. He goes on to write:
“Old Fort Niagara was in the hands
of the British when the first hostilities
of the Revolution occurred at Lexington
and Concord, and remained, heavily garrisoned, in their possession throughout
the war. Names famous in the Mohawk
Valley were connected with the fort during the long years of the conflict: Loyalist
leader Maj. John Butler, and his son, Capt.

Walter Butler, friends and neighbours of
Sir William Johnson and his heirs; Sir
John Johnson, Sir William’s son; Col. Guy
Johnson, Sir Williams’s nephew and inheritor of the Superintendency of Indian Affairs
(his uncle dying in July 1774); Molly Brant,
Indian mistress of Sir William and mother
of eight of his children; and her celebrated
brother, Joseph Brant (Thayendanegea),
war chief of the Mohawks.
Fort Niagara was the base from which
some of the Tory-Indian expeditions operated to lay waste Cherry Valley, Wyoning
Valley, and other settlements, killing and
capturing, plundering and burning…
Maj. Butler, accompanied by one hundred Mohawks, arrived at Fort Niagara
on July 26, 1775 (his twenty-year-old son,
Walter, arrived late in the fall of the year).
He immediately set to work installing conveniences and stocking supplies, indicating
that the British planned to use the fort as
a springboard for forays against the rebellious colonists. He later converted one of
the rooms in the House of Peace as the new
headquarters for Guy Johnson who was to
assume, with London’s approval, the office
of Superintendent of Indian Affairs. The
extent of Butler’s activities between the
time of his arrival and May 1776 is disclosed in a report by the fort’s commandant,
Col. Mason Boulton. He wrote that he
had drafted a bill of 14,760 pounds, about
$75,000, for supplies issued the Indians by
the Loyalist leader…
The end of the Revolution saw an

undetermined line of demarcation between
British Canada and the United Colonies. By
the articles of the Treaty of Paris, Fort Niagara
was termed the property of the United States,
but the British held on to this fortification,
with others along the border, for thirteen
years, during which time they controlled the
traffic of commerce on the Niagara River
and Lake Ontario. The period between 1783
and 1796 was called the “holdover,” during
which the British negotiated for a permanent
boundary farther to the south and west than
finally drawn. In 1796, by the Jay Treaty, Fort
Niagara was finally turned over to a detachment of American artillerymen.”
And of course, Fort Niagara came into
British hands once again during the War
of 1812.
“On the night of December 18, 1813
during the absence of [Capt. Nathaniel]
Leonard and several other officers, 500
British, led by Col. John Murray, crossed
the river, captured the sentinels, and took
the fort by surprise, losing only five men
killed and six wounded. The Americans
suffered 65 men killed, with nearly all of the
remainder, among whom were numerous
wounded, taken prisoners; twenty-seven
cannon of large caliber, three thousand
stand of small arms, and large amounts of
ammunitions, provisions, and general stores
were lost to the enemy…
The British retained Fort Niagara until
the end of the war. With the signing of
the Treaty of Ghent in 1815, the fort again
reverted to the United States.”
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B r i t i s h M i l i tary Law
in the

Revolutionary War Period

D

uring the Medieval Period, the
lord in charge of the people was also
the lord in charge of the military. The laws
were not separate for civilians and military.
In England, Common Law became the law
of the people, but the military was held to a
different standard when on campaign. For
each and every expedition or campaign,
the Crown drew up separate and unique
“Articles of War”, which were a set of rules
and regulations.
This seemed to work reasonably well
(if you were nobility) up until 1688 when
William III replaced James II in the
Glorious Revolution. William wished for a
number of Scottish regiments to cross into
Holland and fight for him. They however,
still supported James II as the true monarch, so refused. The problem was that this
was during “Peace Time” and there were no
Articles of War in place. As well, Military
Mutiny (or refusal to follow orders) was
not a Common Law offense. The solution?
Parliament passed a new law – “An Act for
Punishing Officers and Soldiers who
shall mutiny or desert their Majestyes
Service and for punishing false Musters”,
better known as The Mutiny Act of 1688.1
This relatively short Act did a few specific things. It defined mutiny, sedition, and
desertion as crimes onto themselves, with
punishment for these crimes being death
or such other punishment as the Court
Martial decided. It defined nine financial
or administrative issues around fraudulently enlisting or certifying soldiers in the
regiment. It defined and set up the Courts
Martial procedure (at that time a panel of
thirteen officers). And it set up rules for the
quartering of soldiers. Interestingly and
importantly the term “Courts Martial” and
the distinction of Regimental and General
first showed up in the 1672 Articles of War
for the Dutch War. It also re-established
Common Law primacy over military law
and it limited the Act to a seven month

term. This Act became the basis for British
Military Law, which is the basis for the
Queen’s Regulations and Orders of the
Canadian Military and the Uniform Code
of Military Justice of the American Military.
There was either a new Mutiny Act or
an extension to a previous Mutiny Act
passed into force by the British Parliament
most years from 1689 up to 1879, when it
was superseded by the Army Regulation
and Discipline Act. Two of these acts were
amendments and were referred to as the
Quartering Acts (1765, 1774), because
they provided rules and regulations for the
quartering of soldiers in private homes.

The Quartering Act of 1774 was one of the
“Intolerable Acts” (along with the Boston
Port Act, The Massachusetts Government
Act, the Administration of Justice Act,
and the Quebec Act) that precipitated the
American Revolution.
As with most parliamentary bureaucratic
issues, the acts became bigger and bigger over time. By the time of the French
and Indian War, the Mutiny Act of 1755
exceeded 50 pages. It applied to all of the
Crown’s dominions and covered officers,
men, those employed by the army, and
(importantly to the Yorkers) American
Colonial Forces which “Join or Act in
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Conjunction with His Majesty’s British
Forces”. It also expanded the number of
capital offenses (i.e. theft, striking a superior officer, fraudulent enlistment, etc.), and
introduced non-lethal penalties for many
other offenses (i.e. submitting false claims
or returns) both of discipline and administration. There were still fewer capital
offenses in the army than in English common law at the time. It is interesting to note
that the Mutiny Act of 1755 was used (or
copied ) as the basis for the “Act for preventing Mutiny and Desertion”, passed in 1757
by the Virginia Legislature at the request of
George Washington.
The original Mutiny Act only had a single level of Courts Martial defined, using
thirteen officers called by a senior field officer or Garrison Commander. A majority of
nine of the thirteen was required for a sentence of death.
By the time of the founding of the
krrny, the conduct of a Courts Martial
was documented by Stephen Payne Adye,
Brevet Major of the Royal Artillery, who
became Deputy Judge Advocate in the
Colonies during the Revolution.2
Courts Martial had both written (legal)
and unwritten (traditional) components
to them. The most important element was
that the authority to convene came from
the Crown. By this point in history, there
were General/Field Courts Martial and
Regimental/Garrison Courts Martial. The
Mutiny Act was very explicit about General
Courts Martial with respect to the number
of officers (no less than thirteen) and rank
(Written: All had to be commissioned
officers, and the president had to be a field
level officer; Tradition: Subalterns were
not assigned). The Mutiny Act however,
did not discuss how a Regimental Courts
Martial was to be convened. The traditional practice, as explained by Adye, was
to appoint a Captain as President and two,
preferably four subalterns as members. He
went on to explain that the Adjutant keeps
a roster, so that all officers take this duty in
rotation. By tradition, the Adjutant did not
sit on any Regimental Courts Martial, as he
was the authority responsible for enacting
any punishment.
Other differences between the two were
the level of legal support and ability to level
punishment. General Courts Martial normally had the assistance of a Judge Advocate
to oversee adherence to formal proceedings

the yorker courant

and a level of understanding of law. This was
lacking in Regimental proceedings. Also,
punishments appropriate to a Regimental
proceeding were limited. There were limits
on punishments (Flogging, “riding wooden
horse”, reduction in rank, stoppage of pay,
running the gauntlet, or restriction to quarters/guardhouse), rank (no officers), fines,
imprisonment, and executions (none). An
interesting set of traditional differences
existed. Members of a General Courts
Martial were required to take an oath and to
treat their deliberations as secret during and
after the fact. Members of a Regimental
Courts Martial were expected to be honourable: take no oaths, keep no secrets or
records.
A final and important difference was
that the results of a General Courts Martial
were recorded and submitted to the Judge
Advocate General or Commander in Chief
for review and formal approval prior to
punishment. Not so for the Regimental
Courts Martial, where there was little or no

Page 7

oversight, other than that the case had to be
reviewed by the Commanding Officer and
approved. There was an option for appeal
after a Regimental Courts Martial to go
before a General Courts Martial. However
this seemed to be very rarely approved
and if so, there was a tendency to declare
the appeal “Vexatious and Groundless”, at
which point the punishments were usually
doubled.
We know that members of the krrny
underwent Regimental Courts Martial, as
there are records for at least two of them.
One hundred lashes for impertinence and
fifty lashes for being out of barracks.3
There was a great deal of structure laid
out for Courts Martial, and most of it was
ignored within a Regimental Courts Martial.
Reform of Regimental Courts Martial
came slowly in the nineteenth century, until
its current form today, where it is usually
referred to as a Summary Trial.
Sjt Matt Liness

1. http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=46324
2. http://books.google.ca/books?id=0_U_AAAAYAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=false
3. http://www.royalprovincial.com/military/courts/cmnewt.htm
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Serjeant Major ’ s R ant :

Volley & Charge
A

t the Lansing Manor event in May,
the Crown Forces delivered a crushing blow to the Rebels in the final stage of
the Sunday afternoon battle. Although the
“Volley & Charge” maneuvre has not been
used for some time, it was carried out with
precision and enthusiasm. The Rebel line
collapsed under the pressure of our devastating volley and rapid advance. For those
who have not participated in a “Volley &
Charge” before, or who need a refresher on
how it is done, here is the description which
is posted on the Northern Brigade website.
Background: This maneuvre is based
on research conducted by Matt Springer
in his seminal PhD thesis “With Zeal and
Bayonets Only,” released several years ago
by Oklahoma University Press as a book.
It is based on his statements on the type of
bayonet attacks delivered by British troops
throughout the war, but especially by the
Army of Canada (Carleton and Burgoyne's
Army). I have assembled the actual drill
from a number of sources, in the interest of
making the maneuver as safe as possible,
while presenting to the public the kind of
attack that British and Loyalist soldiers
actually delivered, vice the ponderous
and slow bayonet attacks we often see. I
recommend that every officer and man read

Springer to understand how thoroughly
the British Army in America disdained any
slow maneuver. They were always willing
to trade good order for speed, a decision
that horrified the drillmasters at home.
The basis for the maneuver comes from
the “Volley and Charge” of the 1778 manual. The 1778 manual was never employed
in America, but there is good reason to
believe that it reflected the practice of
America in its composition. In addition,
the “Port Arms” or “Carry Your Firelocks”
position of arms comes from Townshend's
Instructions, as well as Instructions for the
Volunteer Exercise (1792), which contains
the following important quote:
“At one motion throw the firelock from
the shoulder across the body, to a low diagonal recover, a position known of old in many
regiments by the name of porting arms or
preparing to charge, in which the lock is
turned to the front, and at the height of
the breast, the muzzle slanting upwards, so
that the barrel may cross opposite the point
of the left shoulder, with the butt proportionally depressed, the right hand grasps
the small of the butt [the wrist], and the
left holds the piece at the swell, close to
the lower pipe, the thumbs of both hands
pointing towards the muzzle.”

Maneuvre: Assume the Brigade is
drawn up in two ranks at loose or open
order, with ranks closed and officers in the
ranks. At no point is any officer to depart
from the ranks, nor are the men to cheer in
any way.
• The Brigadier will order, “Prepare to
Charge!” and will place himself at the
head of the Brigade, with the colours. At
this command, officers will assure themselves that their men are loaded, and all
soldiers will come to the “Carry” or “Port”
position.
• The Brigadier will order, “At the double,
march!” The Brigade will set off at the
double, with the drums sounding the
time, and the best possible dress and
order being kept. The Brigadier will lead
the brigade to the closest safe distance
from the enemy (at the Brigade level,
this distance will be about thirty yards).
NB - In small units, 30 yards seems very
far, but when you have 100+ under your
command, an optical illusion occurs and
it will seem very close! Commanding
officers must practice observing this
distance!
• At thirty yards, the Brigadier will order
“Halt! Make ready!” He should pause
long enough to make sure those late

[ Apr i l , 13 ]

the yorker courant

arrivals and men breathing hard are not
going to spoil his volley (I give a long
three count). “Present!” and “Fire!” The
whole Brigade fires a single volley.
• The Brigadier orders, “Prepare to charge!”
and the men return to the “Carry”.
• The Brigadier orders, “Charge!” and the
men charge-full out, as fast as they can
move, with the following requirements:
• No man is to pass the Brigadier. The

Brigadier is responsible for safety, and
thus, he will always be the lead man in
the attack.
• No man is to come within five yards
of a soldier on the opposing side. Five
yards is a good long way - roughly four
musket lengths. Don't screw it up.
• The men are to charge silently, and
halt automatically upon achieving
the ground originally occupied by the

Page 9

retreating enemy, or at the order of the
commander.
This maneuvre requires either the cooperation of the enemy so that they know what is
coming and “break” at the moment the volley is fired, or the absolute control of your
men so that if the enemy is not broken, the
charge can be halted.

EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

Sir Alexander Mackenzie,

T

he following is an excerpt from an
article written by Dan Hilborn for the
Vancouver Branch of the United Empire
Loyalist Association of Canada. Lt Kenneth
MacKenzie was an officer in Capt Stephen
Watts’ Company of Light Infantry in the
King’s Royal Yorkers. He died on May 6,
1780 while ‘on command’ at Carleton
Island. His Loyalist son, Alexander
Mackenzie went on to make quite a name
for himself as a Canadian explorer.
“From humble beginnings to the heights
of international society, Sir Alexander
Mackenzie followed his dreams and was
instrumental in extending the Dominion of
Canada to the Pacific Ocean.
Born in 1764 at Stornoway on the Isle
of Lewis, Scotland, Sir Alexander was the
third child of Kenneth and Isobel (MacIvor)
Mackenzie, a family who confronted rebellions both in Scotland and North America.
As the Scottish clan system collapsed in
the violent aftermath of the Jacobite rebellions, Mackenzie’s father moved to New
York in 1772 with the intention of having his wife and children follow. Things
did not go as planned. Alexander’s older
brother, Murdoch, who studied medicine,
perished at sea near Halifax, and his mother
died suddenly in England just days before
Alexander and his two sisters set sail on the
“Peace and Plenty” in 1774.
Rebellion was breaking out in America,
and Alexander’s Loyalist father Kenneth
and uncle John were named Lieutenants in

A

Loya l i s t E x p l orer

the King’s Royal Regiment of New York,
under the command of Sir John Johnson.
Alexander and his sisters were moved
to Johnson’s estates in the Mohawk Valley,
where his maternal uncle, John ‘Ready
Money’ Macivor lived. At the age of 14,
when the War of Revolution was at its
height and Loyalists were under constant
threat, Alexander moved to Montreal with
the intention of attending school.
But the lure of the fur trade proved irresistible and Alexander soon joined the
firm of Finlay & Gregory where, after five
years of office work, he embarked upon

one of the most storied careers in the
Canadian fur trading industry.”
Alexander continued his apprenticeship
with the North West Company and in 1785
was admitted as a partner in the business. He
then began his explorations which culminated
in the great trek ending at Bella Coola, British
Columbia. Here he and his men inscribed on a
rock the words: “Alex Mackenzie from Canada
by land, 22 July 1793”. He was in his early
thirties and the first person of Loyalist descent
to view what is now British Columbia. He
died in 1820 and was buried in Avoch, near
Inverness, Scotland.
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W i l l i a m s burg C l ot h i ng

This website shows quite a few videos on different subjects. One
of the amazing aspects of this video is how very good the clothing is
on the Williamsburg employees.
Nancy Watt
http://www.history.org/media/videoPlayer/index.cfm?cat=vodcast&file=DressinaDay2

More on C apt W i l l i a m J o h n s on

Just a bit to add to the article on the Johnson family in the last
Yorker Courant. Capt. William Johnson (1771-1836 ) was a
Captain of the Canadian Voltigeurs.
Albert Smith
William Johnson, 25 Mar., 13. CAPT Can. Volt.
Had been in the Quebec Volunteers and 4th S.E.M.
(Homfray Irving "Officers of the British forces in Canada...." p. 106 )
William Reid "Loyalists of Ontario" p.165
Wm. Johnson of Soulanges. Lt. Natural son of Sir John Johnson.
Lieut Batt R.C.V. & Can Volt.
Married Margt. Clark. Died at the Cascades in 1836, aged 66
Edwd. S. b.21 Oct. 1803
Gordon Warren b. abt. 1812
Wm. Louis Villiers b. abt. 1821
Clarissa Ann b. abt. 1804
Amelia Maria b. abt. 1820, Mar. Samuel I.B. Anderson of Cornwall
Wm. Henry , b. 21 Oct. 1803, d. y. ?

U
R e x D i l l aboug h
Some of you will recall Rex Dillabough and his son
Devin, who were Light Bobs at the time of the trip to
England in 1987. Devin recently notified Gavin Watt
that Rex died on May 1, 2013.
Rex was one of the first Yorker men to develop a
civilian persona. He wore a civvie suit and tarted-up
tricorne, using the name Goldsbrow Banyar. The real
G. Banyar was a major land owner below the Mohawk
River prior to the Revolution. Rex was member #165
and joined the Lights on May 19, 1986. At the time,
he was one of the few who did not hail from Niagaraon-the-Lake. He was a talented musician and took
his guitar and song-writing skills on the England trip.
He wrote a wee song entitled “ Ten Days in England
(A Lifetime in a Wheatfield)” about the colonel
getting the troops lost. This was delivered by Rex and
Nancy Watt in the pub on the last evening of the trip.
Devin was member #170. He first joined as a Runner
on June 14, 1986 and then graduated to the Lights when
he became 13.
Sincere condolences are extended to Devin and his
family on the loss of his father, Rex.

This would be his obituary
http://www.bytown.net/gazette&advertizer.htm
DIED 22 Dec 1836
At his residence at the Cascades, L. C., William Johnson, Esquire,
aged 66 yrs, son of the late Sir John Johnson, Knight and Baronet,
Captain of late Regiment of Canadian Voltigeurs. He has left a
widow, two daughters and three sons to lament his loss. Captain
Johnson entered the British Army early in life as an Ensign; he
served in several Regiments, and last in that distinguished Regiment
of Canadian Voltigeurs; was such, in the late war with the United
States, as to merit, marks of approbation and was at its reduction,
placed on the half pay of the British establishment.
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