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it will not be necessary to arrive at FYA at
8:00 am. You will however be required to be
at Old Fort York no later than 12:00 noon
for lunch and the dress rehearsal immediately after lunch and the ceremonial parade
at 3:00 pm.
All Yorkers in attendance will be
required to have their uniforms as clean
as possible, their muskets, bayonets, and
any brass buckles gleaming. Any officer or
NCO attending the parade will of course
lead by example.
If anyone has any questions please email
me or call me at 416-691-7504

Dispatches from
t he

Colonel

Eric Lorenzen Stepping
Down As Lieutenant

Colonel James

A

f t e r much thought Lt. Eric
Lorenzen has decided to return to
the ranks in Duncan’s Company. Eric has
soldiered with the Yorkers for more than 3
decades and is one of the most knowledgeable persons in the hobby. He joined the
Yorker Light Infantry Company in 1980
as a university student, while working at
Fort George like many of the members of
the Light Company at that time. He was
soon promoted to corporal, then eventually
to serjeant of the Lights, a rank he held for
some time. Many years later he transferred
to Duncan’s Company as a private and once
again rose through the ranks from musketman, to corporal, to serjeant and then 1st
Lieutenant. Eric was also a founding member of the 2nd Battalion, along with Gavin
Watt, Jeff Paine, and Dan Moreau, and
served as a corporal for many years.
Together with a few other Yorkers,
he researched and raised the New York
Provincial Regiment (Van Schaick’s
Company), which he commanded as a serjeant, and later Lieutenant. This unit was
active in the Seven Years War timeline from
1987 until 2004.
Colonel James

A dm i n i s t r a t i o n
Instructions

Duke of York Visit

Situation - On 5 June 2014 there will
be two historical events occurring for the
Queens York Rangers. First is the visit from

and Trooping
t he G u i d o n Pa r ade –

Thursday, June 5

P

rince Andrew will be visiting Toronto on Thursday, June 5
to present a new Guidon to the Queen’s
Rangers. He will also open the new Visitors
Centre at Old Fort York. We have been
asked by our very good friend, Captain Jim
Millard of the Queen’s Rangers, to be part
of the Historical Guard for the ceremony.
We would like to have as many volunteers
as possible for this event. Although this falls
on a work-day for many, it is hoped that
arrangements can be made for a day off work
in order to attend. It would be great to have
a good turnout of Yorkers for this parade.
If you haven’t already contacted Col James,
please confirm your attendance by emailing
him at reg.anne.james@rogers.com.
For those driving in from out of town

C o m i n g

E v en t s

june 5

Duke of York Parade, Fort York

june 14-15

Black Creek, Toronto

july 12-13

Battle of Wyoming, PA (All-Up Event)

aug 2-3

Fort Niagara, NY

aug 2-3

Sturbridge Village, MA
(2nd Battalion)

aug 23

Re-dedication of Sir John Johnson’s Vault

sat, sep 20

Thornhill Parade ($$$)

sep 20-21

Johnson Hall, Johnstown, NY

oct 25-26

Mount Harmon, MD
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His Royal Highness (HRH), The Duke
of York, Prince Andrew, who will be participating in a number of events throughout
the day. The primary event of the day will
be a parade in which the Rangers will
Troop the Guidon in order to officially
recognise the four new War of 1812 battle
honours bestowed upon the unit: Defence
of Canada 1812-1815; Detroit; Queenston;
and Niagara. The parade will be the main
event of the day occurring at Old Fort York
(OFY), in which HRH will be the reviewing officer.
Execution - The parade will consist of
a 100 man guard, re-enactors (mounted
and dismounted), 8 soldiers in FFO, the
band and Ranger Cadets. On the day of
the parade the Regiment will gather at
the Fort York Armoury (FYA) with soldiers from John Graves Simcoe Armoury
( JGSA), who will be provided transport to
Toronto. Once all soldiers are present at the
FYA, weapons/bayonets/kit will be issued,
then under the direction of the SSMs, two
50 man Guards will be formed and sized.
In addition to the Regiment, the cadets,
band and re-enactors will also RV at FYA,
and will conduct sizing within their own
organizations. Once sizing is complete, the
parade will march to OFY in order to conduct parade rehearsals under the direction
of the Guidon Sergeant Major (GSM) as
per the parade script. There is to be morning rehearsals, lunch, then a dress rehearsal.
The parade will be a standard Regimental
parade with the Guidon, March Pasts with
Royal, Regimental and General salutes.
However, upon completion of HRH’s
inspection of the parade, the Trooping
of the Guidon will be conducted. Upon
completion of the parade and dismissal, all
members will assist in cleanup as directed.
Then all participates and ranks will be
invited to the SNCO Mess for refreshments. Rain plan will be to conduct parade
in FYA.

R

Res t o r a t i o n o f

Sir John Johnson’s Family Burial Vault
The following article recently appeared in
the Loyalist Gazette:

I

n 1967, the UELAC formed its first
branch in the Province of Québec and
this new branch chose to honour both
Canada’s Centennial and Sir John Johnson,
a great Loyalist, by naming the branch, Sir
John Johnson Centennial Branch. Since the
Province of Québec was the home of Sir
John Johnson for so many years and many
members of his Regiment came to live in this
part of the country, it seemed most fitting
that this new branch be named in his honour.
Sir John died in January, 1830 and was
buried beside the remains of his wife and
four of their children in the family vault
on the south side of Mount Johnson. It is
this crypt that was accidentally bulldozed
fifty-six years ago and is now being restored.
In 2011, the Restoration of the Sir John
Johnson Family Burial Vault was accepted
as a UELAC 2014 Centennial Project.
The construction of the new burial vault
at Mount Johnson (now known as Mont
Saint-Grégoire) near Saint-Jean-surRichelieu in Quebec is finally underway.
Since the fall of 2013, a metal chamber,
embedded in a cement base, nestles in the
slope of a hill immediately in back of the
foundation of the original Johnson Vault.
The restored, original metal door secures
the entrance to the vault.
To replicate the original façade of the
new vault, the stone mason worked from a
photo of Henry R. Bunnett`s 1885 painting
of the original vault. A niche over the door
will house a black granite stone bearing the

inscription “Sacred to the memory of the
Honourable Sir John Johnson who departed
this life on the 4th Jan. 1830, aged 88 years.”
The bones of the members of the Johnson
family who were buried in the vault will be
returned from Quebec City and will repose
in two ceramic urns fashioned specifically
for this purpose.
We are most grateful to the UELAC for
their financial support and for naming the
Sir John Johnson Vault project a UELAC
Centennial project. We greatly appreciate the initiative of Jean-Paul Lasnier who,
on learning that the structure he had been
hired to bulldoze was Sir John Johnson`s
burial vault, set about to repair what he said
was the worst mistake of his life.
Landscaping will be attended to in the
spring and commemorative plaques will be
installed. We look forward to the re-dedication ceremony that will be held Saturday,
August 23, 2014. Please join us then!
Michel Racicot, Sir John Johnson Centenniel
Branch, UEL
Bob McBride, Editor, Loyalist Gazette
The King’s Royal Yorkers have been
asked by the UELAC (Sir John Johnson’s
Branch) to send a contingent to take part in
the re-consecration of the human remains
of Sir John and his family on Saturday,
August 23, 2014. I will require a section
of Yorkers to attend this ceremony. Please
contact me by email or phone me at 416691-7504 if you are able to attend.
Colonel James
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Black Creek
June 14-15

T

his year at Black Creek we will
have an excellent turnout of regiments. Attending are K.R.R. Grenadiers,
Light’s, Duncan’s, MacDonnell’s, Loyalist
Fifes & Drums, Queen’s Rangers, 84th
R.H.E., Butler’s Rangers, The Woodland
Native Allies, Brant’s Volunteers, and the
2nd Connecticut. We will also see the return
of Caldwell’s Rangers, who are organized
and trained by John McLeod, a former
Yorker Light Infantry Company commander, and the Veteran’s Guard from Old
Fort York. The Veteran’s Guard have in
their ranks some ex-Yorkers, such as Bruce
Cain, Kevin Hebib, Andy Ballantyne and
Anthony DeGiusti. The Veterans Guard
have agreed to play rebels alongside Chase
Paterson Esq. and the 2nd Connecticut. The
opposition will definitely be tough this year.
On both Saturday and Sunday mornings there will be free form tacticals, and we
will have the full run of the village from the
south end to the north end, including the
valley. These wargames are designed with
junior leaders in mind.
Throughout the early afternoon, we will
have the music entertain the public on the
common, along with musket firing demonstrations and guard mounting at the Town
Hall by designated units. The afternoon
will of course be taken up with the battle for
the public to enjoy.
The distaff have planned to come together
to reface some of the Yorker coats, from our
old blue facings to red during the weekend.
Colonel James

Old Sturbridge Village
August 2-3 (2

O

n the weekend of August 2-3 the
KRRNY, 2nd Battalion will attend
an event that we have never been to before
– Old Sturbridge Village. OSV is a “byinvitation-only” event, and this year the 2nd
Battalion has been invited. At this point
more than a dozen troops have registered
for this trip into the heart of the rebellion.
The annual “Redcoats and Rebels” event
is the largest military re-enactment in
New England, with approximately 1,000
reenactors portraying British, French and
Colonial troops. The Village is transformed
into a military camp from the time of the
Revolution. There are two major battles
during the weekend, and lots of opportunities to give the deluded Massachusetts
public a Canadian perspective on the
Boston Massacre, Paul Revere’s Ride, the
Boston Tea Party, and other such acts of
civil disobedience.
Old Sturbridge Village is a living museum
located in Sturbridge, Massachusetts, which
re-creates life in rural New England during
the 1790s through 1830s. It is the largest
living history museum in New England,
covering more than 200 acres (80 hectares).
The Village includes 59 antique buildings,
three water-powered mills, and a working

nd

B a t t al i o n )

farm. The museum is a very popular tourist
destination and the “Redcoats and Rebels”
weekend is always a big draw. Check out
their website https://www.osv.org for more
information about OSV.
Those who have time to extend the trip
by a day or two (Monday, August 4 is the
Civic Holiday) may want to take in a variety of other interesting Massachusetts sites,
such as Bunker Hill, Boston’s Freedom
Trail, Battle Road, Concord & Lexington,
Historic Deerfield Village, Plimouth
Plantation, etc. There’s a lot to see and do if
you haven’t explored historic Massachusetts
before.
Directions: Travel on New York State
Thruway East and continue on I-90 East.
Take exit 9 to I-84 West. After the toll
booths take exit 3B towards Sturbridge
and merge onto Route 20 West. Stay in
the right lane and follow the signs to Old
Sturbridge Village.
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Battle of Wyoming (All-Up Event),
J u ly 1 2 - 1 3

T

his year our All-Up U.S. Event
will take us back to Lake Ariel,
Pennsylvania where we will commemorate Major John Butler’s 1778 expedition
against the rebels in the Wyoming Valley.
Background
o f B a t t le

After taking Fort Wintermute, Butler’s
force of nearly 700 Rangers and Seneca
warriors approached Forty Fort, near present day Wilkes-Barre. On July 3 the rebel
militia, under Col. Zebulon Butler, ventured out of the fort to attack the Loyalist
force that appeared to be retreating before
them. The Seneca had concealed themselves in a wooded and swampy area to the
right of Butler’s Rangers. When the rebels
approached the Rangers and opened fired,
the natives sprung from their hiding place
and attacked the rebel’s left flank. Although
the rebels attempted to bend their battle
line back to face the natives, the movement
was mistaken as a retreat, which caused the
whole rebel line to collapse. The rout and
pursuit of the militia became known as
the “Wyoming Massacre”. The Wyoming
Valley was laid waste and the surviving
inhabitants fled, many escaping over the
mountains to Connecticut.
E ve n t

This is the closest of the two 2014
joint events for the British Brigade and
Continental Line. The advertising suggests
that this will be the “largest gathering of
Revolutionary War soldiers in the history
of North East Pennsylvania,” and by all
accounts this probably isn’t an exaggeration.
The site is ideally situated to attract many
British and American units. If you’re looking for the “big event” of the season, this is
probably it. The following is the schedule
for the weekend.

Saturday, July 12
9:00 am - Camps Open to the Public
10:00 am - Battalions Drill
10:00 am - Artillery Demonstration
10:30 am - Woods walk
10:30 am - Children’s Musket Drill
11:00 am - 1st Battle
Noon
- Nooning – Lunch
2:00 pm - 2nd Battle
3:30 pm - Children’s Musket Drill
4:00 pm - Woods Walk
5:00 pm - Battle of Wyoming
5:00 pm - Camp Closes to the Public
On Saturday evening the Hessians will be
putting up their Field Tavern, “Der Blaue
Grenadier”. You can bet that the German
beer will be flowing.
Sunday, July 13
9:00 am - Camps Open to the Public
9:00 am - Church Call
10:00 am - British Brigade Tent
Competition
10:00 am - Woods Walk
10:30 am - Children’s Musket Drill
Noon
- Nooning – Lunch
1:00 pm - 3rd Battle
3:00 pm - Camp Closes to the Public

The event will be held at Lake Ariel,
Lackawanna County, a beautiful rural
setting in the mountains of north east
Pennsylvania. The site is located just off
Interstate 84 near Scranton, PA, with easy
access from major Interstate Routes 80 and
81. Mark July 12-13 on your calendar and
get busy organizing your car pool. It promises to be a good one!
Directions

From Interstate 84 East take the PA-247
exit (Exit 8) toward PA-348/Mt Cobb/
Hamlin. Turn left onto PA-247. Turn right
onto Mount Cobb Road/PA-348. Turn left
onto Hitchcock Road.
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Loyalty & Order Triumph over Confusion & Treason
On July 3, 1778 Butler’s Rangers and
natives trounced a rebel force at the Battle
of Wyoming near present day WilkesBarre, Pennsylvania. Richard McGinnis,
a Loyalist carpenter, wrote an interesting
account of the action.

A

lthough we often practice the
maneuver of “going to tree”, here is
a description of Loyalist troops using this
tactic. McGinnis states that we “immediately treed ourselves” when the rebels
ventured out to do battle. He also states that
before any shots were fired, the rebels “fell
a-blackguarding of us”. The heckling that
we often engage in (i.e. “you stole my farm”,
etc.) appears to be a legitimate and accurate
activity as a preamble to a Revolutionary
War battle. Richard McGinnis wrote:
July 3, 1778, 5 o’clock, P.M. they [the
rebels] left their strong holds and proceeded up to give us battle. The fort called
Wintermoot’s above mentioned we set on

fire to decoy the enemy, they thinking by
this that we were fled. But they soon found
it a mistake to their sorrow, for we immediately treed ourselves and secured every
spot that was any way advantageous to our
designs. When the enemy came within
sight of us they fell a-blackguarding of us,
calling out aloud, “Come out, ye villainous
Tories! Come out, if ye dare, and show your
heads, if ye durst, to the brave Continental
Sons of Liberty!” (Remark, I call them Sons
of Sedition, Schism and Rebellion.)
But we came out to their confusion
indeed – for the Indians on the right under
the command of Col. Butler and their King
Quirxhta entirely surrounded the enemy,
and the white men under the command of
Quiskkal… on the left drove and defeated
the enemy on every quarter. They fled to
the river and many of them even there were
pursued by the savages and shared the same
fate as those on the land.
The prisoners that we took told us there

were 450 men in the battle and after we
went to the 40 Fort… to destroy it, they
protested not above 45 returned. The loss
on our side was one Indian killed and two
white men wounded. One of the white
men, Willson by name, died of his wound, it
being mortefeid. The other recovered. Thus
did loyalty and good order that day triumph
over confusion and treason, the goodness of
our cause, aided and assisted by the blessing of Divine Providence, in some measure
help to restore the ancient constitution of
our mother country, governed by the best of
kings. This I must say: Every man behaved
with uncommon bravery. They vied each
other for glory to see who should do most
in supporting the injured cause of our excellent constitution.
With the defeat of the rebels followed a
total confiscation of all their property, such
as oxen, cows, horses, hogs, sheep and every
other thing of that kind. Thus did Rebellion
get a severe shock.

Fort Niagara
S o ld i e r s o f t he Rev o l u t i o n , A u g u s t 2 - 3

I

f you have never been to Fort
Niagara before, it is a “must-see” site.
History oozes from the walls of the French
Castle, and the new visitor’s centre, museum
and book store are well worth visiting. This
is a good opportunity for us to work on
our garrison skills, including sentry postings, line drill, etc. In return for an excellent
period-meal at lunch time and a hot coffee
and pastry at breakfast on both days, the Fort
makes use of the reenactors to supplement its
program of musket demos, fashion shows,
artillery firings and interpretive skits. The
evenings can be as enjoyable as the daylight
hours, with a Fort sponsored tavern in the
trading post and full access to the Johnson
Room for socializing and card playing.
In recent years Yorker participation at
this event has steadily grown, in response
in large part to the hospitality shown
by the site. Those who like to do period

cooking have been given full use of the
Castle kitchen to prepare meals in the large
open hearth fireplace. The Yorkers always
play key roles in the battle scenarios, given
our numbers and experience. We are often
provided barrack space in one of the Fort’s
redoubts, with freedom to spread out and
make ourselves at home for the weekend.
Best of all, for those in Toronto and

west, it is an easy drive to the Fort. If you
can’t make it for the full weekend, it is still
worthwhile to come for the day on Saturday
or Sunday.
We would like to continue our support of
Fort Niagara’s Soldiers of the Revolution
event and also continue to grow our numbers each year, as more Yorkers discover
what a great site it is.
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Loyalist Refugees,
Non-Military Refugees in Quebec
1776-1784
British Kettles
i n t he

American War

T

in kettles were standard issue
for the Crown forces, although, like
the Continental Army and its auxiliaries,
iron pots were used on occasion. Here are
several examples:
20 December 1776, “... Camp Equipage
... for his Maj[esty’]s service in America,”
intended to supply eight thousand men,
listed “Tin Kettles -- 1600 - being one to
every Tent.”
Preparations for the 1779 campaign
detailed “The complete set of Camp
Necessaries needed for the Guards detachment [which] should be ready for shipping
by 20 February, 1779.” Among these items
were “224 Tin Kettles with Bags.”
In the same year provisions were made to
supply Loyalist troops serving in America.
A 21 January 1779 listing set forth the
“Articles Sent out for Provincials for the
ensuing campaign,” including “2,500 tin
kettles in bags ...” (The following year
“3000 Provincials in Canada” were “To
be Provided ... 750 Camp Kettles ... [and]
1000 Iron Pots.”).
Finally, a “Return of ... Camp
Necessaries” shipped to Sir Henry Clinton’s
“British Forces in  North America” in
March 1781, specified one thousand, three
hundred sixty-six “Kettles with Bags.”
German troops also used British
equipment on occasion. Captain Georg
Pausch of the Hesse-Hanau Artillery noted
that upon arriving at Chambly, Quebec
Province, his unit was “without suitable
conveniences for encamping - everything
of this nature being still aboard ship.” An
officer of the Royal Artillery gave them to
us, among other items, “fourteen new camp
kettles made of white tin.”
Colonel James

On Friday, June 6 Gavin Watt will participate a book signing at the 2014 Annual
UELAC Conference. What book will he
be signing? His much anticipated, newly
released book entitled “Loyalist Refugees,
Non-Military Refugees in Quebec 17761784”. The following description is taken
from Gavin’s website at http://gavinwatt.
ca/index.php :

T

o my knowledge, the creation of
a master list of non-military loyalist
refugees who sheltered in lower Quebec
between 1775 and 1784 has not been
attempted before. In contrast, there have
been several studies of the fighting men.
But, what of the wives, mothers, fathers,
grandparents, sisters, brothers and children
of the fighting men who were compelled
to take refuge in lower Quebec during the
war? What of the soldiers who grew too
old to continue in service, or lost the use of
a limb by accident or enemy action? What
of the soldiers who fell grievously ill and
were unable to return to duty? Were there
conscientious objectors? Were the refugees’
spiritual needs provided for? What were the
refugees’ names; where did they stay and
for how long; were they employed in some
manner; how were they clothed, provisioned and housed; how were their children
schooled?
Over twenty-five Quebec communities
from cities, to towns, to small hamlets were
pressed into sheltering the waves of refugees as they streamed in from the southern
colonies. Of course, some were housed in
barracks and other military or naval facilities in the garrison towns, but far more were

billeted on the Canadien population. In
addition, a special community was built at
a place east of Montreal called Machiche to
house mothers and children who were frail
or infirm as well as soldiers recovering from
illness or wounds.
The central piece of the book is the
Refugee Roll that lists over 2,400 names
of refugees noting their spouses, often by
given name and age; the ages, sex and often
names of their children; the communities
where they were housed; their regimental
affiliation, if any, and/or their employment
or trade. A sixth chapter explains and provides illustrations of how to use the roll.
Also included is a Surname Concordance,
a large list of Source Documentation and a
Bibliography and Index.
Gavin K Watt
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Mrs.
Middleton
“Ay ’ n t Y e
A shamed
of
Y o u r selves ”

Here is an interesting article that was
published in the “Journal of the American
Revolution”- Colonel James

I

t is well-known that army wives were
an integral part of army infrastructure
in the roles of nurses, sutlers and washer
women, but their place on the day of battle
is little known.
There is a case of a soldier’s wife playing a role in a battle that has been largely
overlooked in the lore of the Revolution.
Perhaps it is because the battle itself is
little-known that the event hasn’t been
widely related; perhaps it is because she
was the wife of a British soldier that this
brave woman has not been hailed as a hero.
The event took place at the Battle of TroisRivières (Three Rivers) on 8 June 1776,
part of the rout of American forces that had
attempted to seize Canada from British
control the previous year. Soon after the
battle a British officer wrote about it in a
letter to his patron in Great Britain, closing
with these remarkable paragraphs:
I must not omit telling your Lordship of
one Instance of Courage that was shown at
Trois Rivieres by a fair Country woman of
ours, that deserves to be recorded. The wife
of a Middleton Soldier in the 47th Regt.
quite alone took & disarmed six Provincial
Soldiers, & was the means of two more
being taken also. The Circumstances are

thus, which [she] related to Genl. Burgoyne
in my Presence. She said she went to a
House about a quarter of a Mile from the
River near the Wood, for some Milk to
carry to her Husband the 8th of June during the Engagemt. That on opening the
Door she saw six Rebel Soldiers armed, that
this daunted her a little, however she took
Courage, & rated them saying, “Ay’nt ye
ashamed of yourselves ye villains to be fighting agst. your King & Countrymen” that
they looked sheepish, therefore she said, you
are all Prisoners give me your Arms, that two
more remained at the Outside of the back
Door, which she was more afraid of than
all the rest, that however standing between
them, & their Arms, she called to some
Sailors at the River Side, to whom she delivered the Prisoners, & who presently took the
other two. This is exactly true, & she is, contrary to what you wou’d imagine her, a very
modest, decent well looking Woman.
We’ve found no other account substantiating Mrs. Middleton’s feat, but given the
closeness of the account to the actual event
there is no reason to doubt its veracity. A
Robert Middleton was in the ranks of the
47th Regiment at this time and had a long
career in the army; unfortunately there
are no surviving records showing which
British soldiers were married, and at this
writing no other specific reference to Mrs.
Middleton has been found – not even her

first name. Sadly, hers is a common case, as
references to individuals among the several
thousand British army wives in America
are extremely rare.
Noteworthy in this record of Mrs.
Middleton’s feat is that it doesn’t suggest her
very presence as remarkable; that she was
seeking refreshment for her husband seems
to be mentioned strictly to provide context for the important aspects of the story.
This lends credence to the notion that the
women water-bearers of popular lore were
not unusual even though primary sources
seldom mention them. More information
is needed before we can draw conclusions.
Regardless of prevalence, there is an
interesting irony to the tales of women on
the battlefields of the American Revolution:
Molly Pitcher, who probably never existed,
has become a cornerstone of the war’s history, while Mrs. Middleton, whose bravery
is clearly documented, has been forgotten.

S
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S e r jea n t M aj o r ’ s Ra n t

T ra i n i ng i n the U se
of the B ayonet

A

t one of our Winter Drill Nights
this year we practiced some bayonet
fencing positions and points, more for our
own edification than anything else. The
bayonet was an important tactical weapon
in the 18th century and the British used it
very effectively. So why don’t we spend
more time learning individual fighting
techniques with the bayonet?
To quote Matthew Spring’s book, With
Zeal and With Bayonets Only, “British regulars were not trained to ‘fence’ with their
bayonets simply because there was rarely
any call for such a thing. Admittedly, in
America some kind of hand-to-hand fighting usually did occur on those occasions
when troops stormed fortifications and/or
made night attacks with unloaded arms.
Attacking troops also got the opportunity
to employ cold steel when a broken enemy
suddenly found their escape blocked,
though this kind of encounter tended to
be rather quick and one sided… Yet in

stand-up fights on relatively open ground,
human nature almost invariably forced one
or other body of troops to recoil away from
physical contact with the enemy. Hence in
most engagements the defenders’ resolve
to stand their ground usually evaporated if
the attackers appeared determined to push
through incoming fire and settle the issue
with cold steel.”
John Houlding in his book, Fit For
Service – The Training of the British Army
1715-1795, noted that “Bayonet drill was,
curiously, rather neglected in the eighteenth
century. Buried away in the manual exercise, it was performed in a most unrealistic
fashion; and the command in use – ‘Push
your Bayonets!’ – betrays both its origin
and underdevelopment. Not until 1805,
when Capt. Anthony Gordon published his
systematic Science of Defence, for the Sword,
Bayonet, and Pike, in Close Action, was the
subject treated in depth by anyone. Many
writers lamented this lapse, recognizing the

efficacy of the weapon against both horse
and foot: e.g. Bennet Cuthbertson, writing in 1768 thought it an ‘essential matter,
for Soldiers to be perfectly well acquainted
with their use’, and deplored the fact that
British troops in training were seldom even
‘permitted to fix them, but on certain occasions’. From Marlborough’s campaigns
onwards it was the touch-stone of British
tactical thinking that heavy fire was allimportant; and so it was doctrine perhaps,
as much as indifference, that dictated the
army’s approach.”
In Stephen Brumwell’s book, Redcoats
– The British Soldier and War in Americas,
1755-1763, he explains that “orders issued
before the siege of Louisbourg were also
terse in the extreme; when confronted
by French regulars, the British battalions
were to ‘march up close to them, discharge
their pieces loaded with two Bullets, and
then rush upon them with their Bayonets’.
Whilst the fire-fight might well be followed
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by a menacing advance with the bayonet,
little formal attention was devoted to training the redcoats in the use of cold steel.
Such half-hearted instruction as was provided left much to be desired: when the 43rd
Foot was shown a ‘new method of pushing
bayonets’ in July 1759, the ‘ludicrous’ display provoked guffaws from the spectators”.
So are we to understand that the British
provided their troops with no instruction in
the use of the bayonet. I think that would
be an overstatement. It is a well-known fact
that the Duke of Cumberland provided
his army with special training to deal with
the Highlanders, who engaged in handto-hand combat wielding broadswords.
The infantry were trained to counter the
Highlanders’ use of broadswords and targe
(shield) by pointing their bayonets, not at
the opponent immediately to their front,
but at the man to his right, whose right
side would be vulnerable, particularly if his
broadsword was raised to deliver a blow.
Cumberland is reported to have told his
troops, “Depend, depend my lads on your
bayonets. Let them mingle with you; let
them know the men they have to deal with”.
After the Battle of Culloden the role of
fire-power was acknowledged, but it was
added that the “boasted broadswords were
of no significance to well fixed bayonets in
determined hands”. One English soldier,
Alexander Taylor of the Royals, wrote to his
wife, “There was scarce a Soldier or Officer
of Barrel’s, and that Part of Monroe’s which
engaged, who did not kill one or two Men
each with their Bayonets and Spontoons”.
On the Plains of Abraham in 1759
the Louisbourg Grenadiers ran in with
their bayonets to complete the rout of
Montcalm’s troops. Major Alexander
Murray of the 45th Foot reported that several of their “bayonets were bent, and their
muzzles dipped in gore”.
Perhaps the best known engagement during the American Revolution where British
troops used the bayonet in individual
combat was the Battle of Paoli, known in
American literature as the ‘Paoli Massacre’.
On Sept 21, 1777 the British made a night
attack against General Anthony Wayne’s
camp. Flints were removed so that accidental discharges would not forewarn
the rebels of the attack. The commander
of the 10th Pennsylvania reported that,
“The Enemy in the Course of about Ten
Minutes, were amongst us, and we were
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oblig’d to push Bayonets with them, which
lasted some Considerable time, a number
of men fell on both sides… The Enemy
were upon us, in our rear, and with their
charg’d Bayonets. We push’d forward and
got into a field adjoining the One in which
we were Attacked; we endeavoured to form
Our Men, but found it impracticable, the
Enemy being then almost mix’d with us,
at the same time calling out, No quarter,
which in my humble Oppinion caused our
Men to make a disparate and indeed obstinate stand. A most severe Bayonetting was

the Consequence”. Lt. Martin Hunter of
the British Light Infantry wrote, “The
camp was immediately set on fire; the Light
Infantry bayoneted every man they came up
with; this, with the cries of the wounded,
formed altogether the most dreadful scene
I ever beheld. Every man that fired was
immediately put to death”.
Although there are few bayonet charges
during the Revolution that degenerated into
hand-to-hand combat, the Royal Yorkers
can lay claim to one during the battle of
Oriskany. Gavin Watt’s account in his book,
Rebellion in the Mohawk Valley, describes the
action in detail. “The battle’s momentum
shifted to the Royal Yorkers. With the column’s head stubbornly holed up under cover,
Sir John judged it was time for the bayonet,
and so he turned to Watts’ young men…
Watts, the son of an Edinburgh-born father,
passed the word, and the hungry triangular
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bayonets were drawn from their scabbards
and fixed to the muskets with an ominous
slithering clank and click as the sockets
went home. Led by Watts, Singleton, and
McKenzie, each armed with a bayonetted
fusil, the company advanced in two ranks
in deadly silence. As they closed with the
1st Regiment, they fired a volley at the hidden foe and, giving full throat to a raging
Highland shout as terrible as an Iroquoian
war hallo, they rushed into the trees… It was
a vicious encounter. The most resolute of the
1st Regiment held their ground against that
charge. One of those was Volunteer Jacob
Seeber, the ex-Continental, who took a fatal
gunshot wound to his leg. Another was fortyfive-year-old Major Samuel Clyde, a veteran
of the Seven Years War. Although he was at
the forward edge as the charge came in, he
missed being bayonetted and was driven to
the ground by a blow from a clubbed musket.
Recovering, he swept up his firelock, fired at
Lieutenant George Singleton, and had the
satisfaction of seeing him go down. Later,
Major Clyde picked up his victim’s fusil as a
trophy. But the major was an exception, most
men along the edge of the woods scrambled
back in disorder or died in place… When
the Lights pulled back, Singleton was carried to the rear with an ugly wound in his leg,
enraged with the passion of the charge and
the pain. A number of the youngsters were
carried out of the trees with gunshot wounds,
slashes, split heads, and broken collarbones”.
So although bayonet exercises did not get
much attention in the formal training provided to 18th century British soldiers, there
is no doubt that soldiers, by one means or
another, became quite proficient in the use
of the bayonet for individual combat. The
men of the Royal Yorkers were no exception.
Sjt Major Dave Putnam
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Jeremiah French’s
KRRN Y C o a t

In the February issue of the Courant an excerpt from an article by Eric Lorenzen and
Gavin Watt was including under the title “Watercolour by James Peachey”. The following
is taken from the same article, looking at the Royal Yorker uniform of Lt Jeremiah French.

T

he Canadian War Museum in
Ottawa has in its collection the
remarkably well-preserved uniform of an
officer of the King’s Royal Regiment of
New York which belonged to Lieutenant
Jeremiah French, who was born in
Connecticut in 1743. Before the rebellion, French was a farmer and landowner
of substantial means living in Manchester,
Charlotte County, New York. He was jailed
in Connecticut for loyalism and escaped
from the Hartford jail in April 1777. By
July 15, French had joined Burgoyne’s expedition and was returned as captain of the
fourth company of Lieutenant-Colonel
John Peters’ newly-established regiment,
the Queen’s Loyal Rangers (QLR). It is
very likely that French led his company on
the subsidiary expedition to Bennington
and was engaged in the disastrous action of
August 16 at the Walloomscoick River in
which the QLR lost 200 killed, wounded
and taken.
Peters was embittered by these losses as his
very promising battalion had been shattered,
and, despite great efforts, he was unable
to recover strength before the surrender of
Burgoyne’s army, although French’s brother
Gershom had arrived at the army’s main
camp on the same day as the Walloomscoick
battle with fifty-four men.
The brothers went to Canada after the
surrender and remained in the QLR without incident until part way through 1780.
Perhaps unwittingly they upset LieutenantColonel Peters, culminating in a court
martial in which Peters pressed many
charges, all of which were dismissed by the
officers of the court as frivolous and without
foundation. The brothers were exonerated
of all charges, but, of course could not continue in the QLR.
Ultimately, Jeremiah found himself in the
2nd Battalion of the KRRNY as a lieutenant in Captain George Singleton’s Light

Company which was stationed at Oswego.
Jeremiah very likely participated in the last
raid into the Mohawk Valley in July 1782
led by the Mohawk war captain, Joseph
Brant.
In 1784, after the war, French settled
with his wife and three daughters in Royal
Township No.2 among the men of the 1st
Battalion. In 1792, he was elected the member for the District of Stormont in the first
parliament of the new province of Upper
Canada, and the next year was also serving
as a magistrate.
French’s uniform consists of a short
jacket or “coatee” of red wool with dark blue
wool facings, a red wool waistcoat, a white
wool waistcoat and a pair of white wool
breeches. Some members of the re-created
KRRNY had an opportunity to examine
and photograph the garments in detail and
learned many fascinating details about their
construction.
The full uniform is shown in [this picture]. The body of the coatee is made of red
melton wool lined with a lighter-weight
white twill-woven wool. The facings are
dark blue melton wool. The buttons are
gilt metal formed over bone and embossed
with the cipher KRR surrounded by a laurel wreath surmounted by a crown with the
words “NEW YORK” underneath. The
buttons are attached in groups of two on
the lapels, cuffs and pocket flaps, and the
buttonholes are trimmed with gold lace.
There are two gold epaulettes which, as
per the Royal Clothing Warrant of 1768,
reflect Lieutenant French’s rank in a flank
company. The short jacket and red waistcoat reflect typical British light infantry
uniforms as outlined in the Light Infantry
Regulations of 1771.
By Eric Lorenzen & Gavin Watt
Published by Gregory J. W. Urwin
In Redcoat Images #2204
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The Rebels
Captain Smyth, the author of this song, was an officer in Simcoe’s Queen’s Rangers, who wrote many songs which
were published during the Revolution. “The Rebels” first appeared in the Pennsylvania Ledger as “a new song, to
the tune of Black Joke.”
Ye brave, honest subjects, who dare to be loyal
And have stood the brunt of every trial
Of hunting-shirts and rifle-guns:
Come listen awhile, and I’ll sing you a song;
I’ll show you those Yankees are all in the wrong,
Who, with blustering look and most awkward gait,
‘Gainst their lawful sovereign dare for to prate,
With their hunting-shirts and rifle-guns.

For one lawful ruler, many tyrants we’ve got,
Who force young and old to their wars, to be shot,
With their hunting-shirts and rifle-guns.
Our good king, God speed him! Never used men so;
We then could speak, act, and like freemen could go’
But committees enslave us, our Liberty’s gone,
Our trade and church murdered, our country’s undone,
By hunting-shirts and rifle-guns.

The arch-rebels, barefooted tatterdemalions,
In baseness exceed all other rebellions,
With their hunting-shirts and rifle-guns.
To rend the empire, the most infamous lies
Their mock-patriot Congress do always devise;
Independence, like the first of rebels, they claim,
But their plots will be damned in the annals of fame,
With their hunting-shirts and rifle-guns.

Come take up your glasses, each true loyal heart,
And may every rebel meet his due desert,
With their hunting-shirts and rifle-guns.
May Congress, Conventions, those damn’d inquisitions,
Be fed with hot sulphur, from Lucifer’s kitchens,
May commerce and peace again be restored,
And Americans own their true sovereign lord!
Then oblivion to shirts and rifle-guns.

Forgetting the mercies of Great Britain’s king,
Who saved their forefathers’ necks from the string;
With their hunting-shirts and rifle-guns.
They renounce allegiance and take up their arms,
Assemble together like hornets in swarms.
So dirty their backs and so wretched their show
That carrion-crow follows wherever they go,
With their hunting-shirts and rifle-guns.

God save the King!

With loud peals of laughter, your sides, sirs, would crack
To see General Convict and Colonel Shoe-black,
With their hunting-shirts and rifle-guns.
See cobblers and quacks, rebel priests and the like,
Pettifoggers and barbers, with sword and with pike,
All strutting, the standard of Satan beside,
And honest names using, their black deeds to hide.
With their hunting-shirts and rifle-guns.
This perjured banditti now ruin this land,
And o’er its poor people claim lawless command,
With their hunting-shirts and rifle-guns.
Their pasteboard dollars prove a common curse;
They don’t chink like silver and gold in our purse.
With nothing their leaders have paid their debts off ’
Their honour’s dishonour, and justice they scoff,
With their hunting-shirts and rifle-guns.
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— Links & Letters —
F i r s t G r a n d c h i ld f o r A n g ela & Pe t e r J o h n s o n

Dante Peter Fiorentino is the first grandchild for Angela & Peter Johnson. He was born
on March 31, 2014 to parents, Clarissa Johnson and Sandro Fiorentino. Dante’s ancestry
includes some 2nd Battalion Yorkers. Mother Clarissa first attended Yorker events as an infant.
Congratulations to Clarissa & Sandro, and to Angela & Peter on the safe arrival of Dante.
T r i als a n d T r i b u la t i o n s o f L o yal i s t W o me n

The following link takes you to an 8-part article on Female Ancestors, Refugees &
Others on Todd Braisted’s On-Line Institute for Advanced Loyalist Studies. This article
might help improve the roles played by Loyal Refugees in our various scenarios. The royalprovincial.com site may not be known to some of our members and, of course, can provide
excellent and interesting information on a variety of subjects.
– Capt Alex Lawrence
http://www.royalprovincial.com/genealogy/fems/fams1.shtml
F i ve C o l o n i al - E r a D r i n k s Y o u S h o u ld K n o w

Nancy Watt forwarded this link to a fun website that talks about colonial-era drinks, such as
Flip, Shrub, Syllabub, Rattle Skull and Stone Fence. To quote from the article, “traditional
histories don’t usually mention that our colonial forefathers (and mothers) swam in a sea of
booze from breakfast till bedtime. Whether they were working, writing, selling goods, getting married, or even fighting, early Americans were often tipsy—their incessant drinking
a cultural extension of Old World beliefs that fermented beverages were safer than water.”
That’s their story and their sticking to it.
http://drinks.seriouseats.com/2014/04/colonial-era-drinks-cocktails-rum-flip-stonefence-syllabub-rattleskull.html
D i v i d i n g Ra t i o n s

Nancy Watt came across this article by Steve Rayner entitled “Dividing Rations for the
Soldier’s Mess”.
http://www.scribd.com/doc/196212696/Who-shall-have-This
M assa c r e A ve r t ed

This is an excellent article by Todd Braisted from the Journal of the American Revolution.
It is entitled, “Massacre Averted: How Two British Soldiers Saved 350 American Lives”.
- Gavin Watt
The

Y ORK E R

S
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And while you’re at the Journal of the American Revolution site, read the article by Don Hagist:
“How Old Were the Redcoats. Age and Experience of the British Soldiers in America”. Don
is a reenactor friend of the Yorkers from years ago.
– Gavin Watt
http://allthingsliberty.com/2014/05/how-old-were-redcoats-age-and-experience-of-british-soldiers-in-america/

