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I

n 1674, John Washington was granted
five thousand acres of land along the
upper Potomac River by Lord Culpeper,
under dispensation of his patron, King
Charles II. In 1690, John’s tract of land,
which became known as Hunting Creek
Plantation, was left to his son, Lawrence
Washington. In 1726 Lawrence’s son,
Augustine Washington, acquired the land,
and in 1740 deeded it to his son Lawrence.
He changed the name of Hunting Creek
Plantation to Mount Vernon, after
Admiral Edward Vernon, under whom
he had served in the Caribbean. In 1752,

Lawrence died and two years later his
brother, George Washington, came into
possession of Mount Vernon.
One might expect that Mount Vernon
would choose to celebrate the granting
of crown land by King Charles II to the
Washington Family, and to the prosperity
that the Family enjoyed over many years
as a result of this Royal dispensation. Or
perhaps they might celebrate the admiral of the Royal Navy after whom Mount
Vernon was named.
But alas, no. On the Weekend of May
2-3 Mount Vernon will hold a two-day

encampment at the home of General
George Washington to celebrate “the
brave individuals who fought for this
country’s independence.” The Mount
Vernon website says the public will have
an opportunity to “meet Revolutionary
War military re-enactors, learn more
about life in the 18th century, discuss
military techniques, and watch battle reenactments.” General Washington will
be on the grounds throughout the day,
supervising his troops.
The Crown Forces Commander,
Jim McGaughey, is anticipating 200+
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Continental Line soldiers, including five
guns and 10-15 cavalry. A variety of activities are planned for the weekend:
• Dusk artillery firing on the Potomac River
• Saturday evening party
• On-going patrols and skirmishes
• Kids musket drill
• Sentry postings in the camps during public hours
• Meeting and greeting the public
throughout the weekend.
Major David Moore, who will lead a
detachment of Royal Yorkers to this event,
has his own perspective on the “meet &
greet” role. Mjr Moore states: “So, you’ll
note the arch-rebel himself will be there.  
Now is our chance!!!! Large burlap bag,
duct tape, lots of rope, quick drive back to
Canada, and we never spend another winter here again!!!! I can’t wait to recruit down
there!!!!”

Look for a tall guy with bad teeth [George
Washington’s false teeth]
For more details about the event, check
out the Mount Vernon website.
http://www.mountvernon.org/plan-your-visit/
calendar/events/a-call-to-arms-revolutionarywar-encampment/
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Y orker

Annual Dinner
2015

O

n Saturday, March 28 the
Royal Yorkers, new recruits and
guests attended an excellent Regimental
Dinner at the Sir John A Pub in Kingston.
The building was formerly the law office
of Sir John A Macdonald, Canada’s first
Prime Minister. The upper floor of the Pub
was dedicated to our function. The evening
was a great success, with many memorable
moments. The historic setting was lovely,
the meal was excellent, the presentations
went very well and the auction was good of
fun. Of particular note:
• The Major James Gray Cup was
presented to Marcio da Cunha for his
commitment, enthusiasm and willingness to make those long drives in service
to the King.
• Yorker of the Year went to Nathan
Das who has used his many talents and
skills to the create a whole range of items
for the annual auctions (i.e. watches,
clocks, handcrafted boxes, knitting needles, etc). His many donations are highly
sought after by the membership, and
attracted hefty bids from the auction participants. His generous donations have

generated much needed funds for the
Yorker organization.
• The calendar this year was Peter
Johnson’s 35th edition, and his final
creation. In recognition of his many
years of commitment to the Annual
Yorker Calendar and his talents as the
Regimental Cartoonist, Colonel James
presented Peter with an engraved commemorative plate.
• Lt Scott Turrall and Cpl Debra Turrall
presented the Yorkers with a new
Regiment Colour with the red St.
George cross on a white background.
This is the correct design for a regiment
with red facings. This generous gift was
handcrafted by the Turralls and presented
to the Colonel James at the party.
• As always, the auction was a great success,
with many items generously donated for
sale to the eager bidders. Major Moore
did an outstanding job of entertaining
those in attendance, and drawing out the
highest bids from the many buyers.
The following are a few pictures from the
evening.
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84th Regiment’s Invitational Taical
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R ebel s & R edcoat s
F ort N iagara , J une 6 - 7

K

Adolphustown
– M ay 2 2 - 2 4

O

n the weekend of May
22-24 a combined Rev War and
1812 event will be held at the United
Empire Loyalist Heritage Park & Centre
at Adolphustown. This one event will commemorate two significant chapters in the
communities history.
• The site is an original Loyalist landing place. The weekend will feature
those Loyalist units that settled the
Mecklenburgh District.
• In 1815, two hundred years ago, more
than 400 Glengarry Light Infantry
Fencibles garrisoned the Village of
Adolphustown.

ing George III was born on
June 4, 1738, which would make him
277 years old this June… God bless’m. In
the past, Fort Niagara celebrated the King’s
birthday on the first weekend in June.
Although it was a special occasion in that
respect, the numbers were generally small
and the absence of any rebels meant that
there were no battle scenarios.
This year, Capt Dan O’Connell of the
King’s (8th) Regiment, has gotten behind
the event and is aggressively promoting it
in an effort to make it a more interesting
and better attended outing. Instead of being
a Crown Forces only event, this year it will
be called, “Rebels and Redcoats”. In otherwords, there will be battles, skirmishes and
tacticals to fill our days.
We Brits will still be able to “Huzzah the

King” and drink a “Happy Birthday” toast
or two at the tavern, but this year we’ll do
it in front of the sulking, scowling rebels
as they look on in disgust. Speaking of the
“tavern”, Sjt Robert Stewart will be setting up the Yorker Tavern at Fort Niagara,
to ensure that everyone enjoys a convivial
Saturday evening at the Old Fort.
Of course the 8th Regiment from Michigan
is part of the Northern Brigade and have
been longstanding friends of the Yorkers.
Colonel James has made a commitment that
the Yorkers will support their efforts to turn
this into a bigger and better event – meaning
that the Yorkers will be there with good numbers. Please add this event to your calendar. It
should be a good one.
DWP
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Sjt. Bram Blenk is hosting a private “tactical and training day” as noted below. Thomas
and I attended last year and had a great time. I
know it’s a long drive for some in the GTA, but
if you want to make a Friday night stopover in
Shannonville (bring beer and a sleeping bag),
you are more than welcome. This might be an
opportunity for those of you going to Mount
Vernon in May to practice some tactical skills.
– Lt Turrall

T

he Ottawa 84th is again hosting a free-form tactical event near
Pakenham, in the same area as last year.
The site is roughly 500 acres and it is lightly
wooded with rocky and swampy areas
throughout, including several beaver ponds.
There are no services.
This will be a one-day event on Saturday
April 25th, starting at 10 a.m. and ending

around 4 p.m. We will be running several
scenarios, and suggestions for scenarios are
welcome. Last year we ran several forms of
“Capture the Flag” and a stealth scenario
where two participants had to deliver a message to an outpost by passing undetected
through enemy lines. Some scenarios were
more successful than others, so ideas would
be welcome.
We also hope to include an opportunity
to do some live firing, but I need to confirm
the spot chosen for this is safe before I can
commit to that.
• We will definitely include a training
activity on light infantry tactics as part of
the event.
• We’ll set up a kitchen fly and have a fire
going all day. Soup will be provided for
lunch.
• The event is open to Rev War and 1812

re-enactors, since the weapons and tactics
did not differ that much between the two
periods.
• Please pass this on to any members of
your units who you think may be interested in joining us for this event.
• It will be a busy day and hopefully we’ll
have a lot of fun and learn something as
well.
• Please have anyone interested in coming
contact me directly at 84th.rhe@gmail.
com, so we can get a feel for the numbers
and I can send out directions to those that
need them.
There are some pictures from last year’s
event on our website at www.84th-rhe.com.
Regards,
Bram Blenk

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
H i s tory and M a s ter R oll of

the

King’s Rangers, 2nd Battalion

Schedule :

Friday, May 22 the bateaux will be
used to reenact the last leg of Lt John Le
Couteur’s row from Finkle’s Tavern in Bath
to Adolphustown. Anyone interested in
participating in this should contact Dave
Smith.
Saturday, May 23 will be a full day:
11 am - Loyalist Fife & Drums Music
Demonstration
1 pm - Tactical (including boats)
3 pm - Re-enactment of the wedding of
Captain James Fitzgibbon
This will be followed by a Pig Roast for the
re-enactors.
Sunday, May 24 will feature:
1 pm - Loyalist Landing
2 pm - Re-dedication of the restored UEL
monument, involving all Crown Forces
3 pm - Reception
It should be a great event. For more information contact Musketman Dave Smith at
canadianfencible@hotmail.com

PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP
N o r t h er n B r i g a d e I n f a n t ry Sc h o o l
– M ay 2 - 3

F

or those unable to attend the Mt. Vernon event on May 2/3 weekend, the
Northern Brigade School will be held at the Backus Mills Conservation Centre near
Port Rowan and Long Point on the north shore of Lake Erie. The curriculum will be sent
out soon, but “backwoods fighting” will be central to the theme this year.
Colonel James

PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

G

avin Watt’s latest book is entitled, “A Short Service History and
Master Roll of James Rogers’ 2nd Battalion,
King’s Rangers.”
After more than thirty years of studying
the loyalist regiments that served in Quebec
during the American Revolution, Gavin

concluded that Major James Rogers’ 2nd
battalion, King’s Rangers was sadly overlooked and required additional attention.
Major James Rogers’ command of the
2nd Battalion of the King’s Rangers in the
American War of Independence/American
Revolution resulted in the forfeiture of his
lands in Vermont. In 1784, he led a party
of about 300 disbanded King’s Rangers
and their families to the Third Township
of Cataraqui, later known as the Township
of Fredericksburgh, in Lennox County,
Ontario, where they were granted land.
Rogers, who first settled in Fredericksburgh
where he became lieutenant-colonel
of the militia, lived for a time in Prince
Edward County, Ontario, but returned
to Fredericksburgh before his death on
September 23, 1790.
There are two main sections to this book.
• First is a brief service history of the 2nd
battalion from its creation in 1779 until
disbandment in 1783.

• Second, by consulting original and secondary sources, Gavin prepared a Master
Roll of three hundred and fifty-eight
men listing alternate spellings of surnames and given names, rank, enlistment
date, company, service details, age, height,
place of origin, trade, wife and family, and
place of settlement. Of course, not all of
these details could be found for every
man, but the roll is pleasingly complete.
The King’s Rangers saw extensive service in
a wide range of duties, and could boast more
than its fair share of notable characters. The
majority of the King’s Rangers settled in
Canada after the war and added their skills
and vitality to the new settlements.
For more information about this book,
including ordering instructions, go to:
http://globalgenealogy.com/countries/canada/loyalist/resources/101044.htm
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Yorkers Remember 40 Years of Reenacting

T

here are very few reenactment units that can celebrate 40 years of continuous representation of a Revolutionary War regiment.
The Royal Yorkers will do just that during the 2015 campaign season. Our “All Up” event at Black Creek on the weekend of June 20-21
will be the occasion when we pay particular attention to the celebration of this anniversary. Over the coming months the Courant will feature
photographs and anecdotes that highlight some of our famous (and infamous) activities over the unit’s 40 year history. The following pictures
were provided by Col Reg James from his collection, with captions by Gavin Watt:

Fort Stanwix: Peter (Fry) Mitchell, Cpl Mike
Hurley and John McLeod are standing outside the
barracks of Fort Stanwix. Mitchell is wearing Captain
Severin’s old jacket, which he in turn had purloined
from the Shaw Festival’s production of the Devil’s
Disciple. I think his wife Libby had tailored the garment
and she worked at the Festival, so it was easy to liberate
it. This jacket must have been worn by six Yorkers before
being retired to the rag bin. You can always recognize it
from its strange pocket flap, with three looped button
holes. The cloth was a beautiful green, but the construction was pure 20C in detail, with padding across the
shoulders. It got Bill into the unit inexpensively and certainly did yeoman service thereafter.

Audley End: In 1987 the Royal Yorkers participated
in an English Heritage event. At the time, Dave Moore
was Corporal of the old Right Section, which Claus
commanded as Serjeant-Major. As Claus didn’t go
to England, we needed a Serjeant and we brevetted
David for the trip. We had also promoted Al Joyner,
who can be seen behind the platoon, and Reg James
to lieutenants for this trip, cuz we were operating with
the British Brigade and they looked down on serjeants
commanding platoons/companies. However, in Al
and Reg’s cases, the promotions were permanent. And,
we brevetted Duff Steele to 2Lieut (cuz Grens don’t
have Ensigns) to carry the second Colour; that brevet
also became permanent. Dan Moreau already was the
Ensign of the Colonel’s Coy. Take note that we are
wearing our belts over our coats, which used to indicate
that we meant business.

Jordan Festival: This scene is from an old annual
event in Jordan, ON. It was good fun for a few years,
as the weather was generally lovely and the colours
spectacular. There was lots of food available to buy as
part of the festival and after the event, a good local pub.
Glen Smith found it a great venue to fire off Priapus
into a valley that reverberated on and on.

Fort Wellington Bayonet Charge: As the
regiment was banned from having any blank ammunition during our appearance before the Queen, we were
faced by the need to finish our demonstration with
some sort of grand dramatic display. I reasoned that the
Zulus were allowed to charge Her Majesty with spears,
so why couldn’t a bunch of dumb Canadian yokels do
the same thing with bayonets? Luckily, this was a good
decision and the Royal party seemed very pleased. In
the middle of the week, the regiment paraded 76 all
ranks and 19 Followers – quite a feat.

Fort Wellington March Past: The formal march past the reviewing stand was a wonderful
accomplishment. Naturally, the Colours were featured
prominently and we were so pleased, excited and flattered that the Royals rose to their feet as our Colours
drew near. It has to be recognized that our Colours were
not officially consecrated and the Royals were under no
obligation to acknowledge them as they passed. It was
comical to see Bill Davis, the Province’s Premier, struggle to his feet following the Queen’s example, as men
of the regiment had appeared for him on a number of
occasions earlier in the year (it was the Province’s 200th
birthday year) and been completely ignored.

Colonel’s Coy at Yorktown: Looks like a drill
session, as the detachment is made up of guys from the
old right and left sections. I can almost hear Claus’s old
froggy, gravelly voice calling the step. The only guys
left in the unit are Dave Moore and Peter Johnson.
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Serjeant M ajor ’ s R ant

T urning on the M arch

21

T

urning-on-the-march
is one of those moves that seems to
give many guys difficulty, mostly because
it is not done very often. We use it when
Advancing from the Right in a Column of
Companies. As each company marches to
the point where it must change direction to
the left in order to take its place in the column, the NCO gives the command, “To the
Left… Turn.” Everyone changes direction
to the left and marches on.
There are many opportunities for turns to
be used when troops are marching. William
Windham, in his 1759 manual, “A Plan of
Discipline for the use of the Norfolk Militia,”
seemed quite excited about the possibilities, as he observed it being used by regular
British Army regiments:
“There is another method which we have
seen practiced by the 67th and 72nd regiments, which has a most excellent effect;
and that is the accustoming the men to
turn to the right or left, or to the right
and left about, in marching, without halting, or losing the step…. This method
greatly facilitates and abridges the performance of many of the evolutions, which
by this means are executed without halting the men in order to face them; and
consequently causes the evolutions to be
performed much quicker, and with more
accuracy; as the men constantly keep a uniform and regular step. This also we have
endeavoured to teach our militia men, and
find that we succeed in it beyond our expectations, and that they learn it without much
difficulty.”

Oddly enough the method of turningon-the-march is rarely explained in 18th
century drill manuals. It seems to be understood that the reader knows how it is done.

“Turning-on-the-march gives us all kinds of opportunity to
perform common maneuvers, without first halting (i.e. going
from line to Indian Files or Files on the march).”
Here is a rare explanation which appeared
in “An Easy Plan of Discipline for a Militia”:
“When the men are marching one way, and
you would have them change their direction so as to march to the right of it – give
the command – To the right! – and, letting them take two or three steps, then the
word Turn! as they strike the right foot to
the ground; upon which they advance the
left foot beyond the right …setting it down
with the toe pointing obliquely to the right
and instantly raising the right heel and
turning on the right toe, they, without setting the heel down, lift up their right foot
and step forward, marching to the right
of their former direction. Thus they turn
to the right in one step; for in taking the
second step, which is with the right foot,
they not only turn their bodies completely
round, but gain ground to the right.”

To put it more simply - When turning to
the right, the Executive of the command
(the word Turn!) is given on the right foot.
You take a short step forward with the left
foot, at the same time turning the foot to
the right. You then step out to the right with
your right foot. You never miss a beat. If
done properly, everyone is still in step, and
moving 90 degrees to the right. Turning to
the left is the same, except that the command is given on the left foot and you bring
your right foot forward and to the left, etc.
Just a point of interest for those giving

commands: the word “Turn” is always used
when changing direction while marching;
the word “Face” is always used when changing direction from the Halt.
The manual writer went on to say, “These
rules for turning suppose the men to be marching in exact time, to the sound of the fife or
drum, all lifting up their feet and setting them
down together.” In other words, the men had
to be marching in step.
Turning-on-the-march gives us all kinds
of opportunity to perform common maneuvers, without first halting (i.e. going from
line to Indian Files or Files on the march).
Something more for us to master.
Sjt Mjr Dave Putnam

•

Circular Camp Kitchens

W

hen we prepare a camp kitchen
at an event, we commonly dig a
shallow fire pit, encircle the pit with stones,
and construct some form of support system
from which to suspend the cooking pots.
Simple, fast and easy to dismantle at the
end of the weekend.
However, military records from the
18th century suggest that more substantial
kitchens were constructed, when there was
time and space to do so. Regimental kitchens were typically located at the rear of the
camp, and were often comprised of a series
of circular ditches. The earth taken from the
ditch was thrown into the centre to create a
mound. Multiple fire pits were then dug in
the interior wall of the ditch, with one pit
per mess group or tent squad. A contemporary account by Lewis Lochee (An Essay
On Castrementation) described the circular
kitchen as follows:
The kitchen for each company, is a space of
16 feet diameter, with a ditch surrounding
it 3 feet wide, the opposite bank of which
serves as a seat for the men who dress the
victuals… and as each tent forms a mess,

each kitchen should have as many fire
places as there are tents in the company.

Humphrey Bland also describes an earthen
kitchen in his 1762 Treatise of Military
Discipline. His was a circular construction
with a 16 foot wide mound in the centre,
with a 1 ½ foot shelf around it. Encircling
this was a ditch, 3 feet wide by 2 feet deep.
This construction would accommodate 11
or 12 fireplaces, each consisting of a 1 foot
square firebox dug into the interior wall of
the ditch. Each fire box had a 4” diameter
chimney hole that went through the shelf
above. The mess group’s kettle would be
placed on top of the chimney opening and
heated from the fire beneath.
This design had several distinct advantages. First off, just imagine the comfort
of being able to sit on the exterior ledge of
the pit while preparing the food. Instead of
bending over a ground level fire, the cook
would tend the fire in an elevated fire box.
And best of all, the kettle would sit on the
shelf, at least 2 feet above the floor of the
trench, like a modern day stovetop.
In addition to the comfort provided by

•

this design, the fire box would have been a
fairly efficient method of providing heat.
Because the fires were contained in an
enclosed box, they were not affected by
rain, wind or inclement weather. Also, the
enclosed space generated important fuel
efficiency. Less wood was needed to serve
the troops cooking needs. And of course
the heat that was generated in the box was
directed up the chimney, which ensured
consistent and concentrated heat for the
cooking kettle.
The Light Coy are planning to construct
such a cooking arrangement at Black Creek
this year. It will be worth having a walk over
to their camp to see a very authentic 18th
century military kitchen.
DWP

r
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Impressment of

Recruits
for

America

When the KRR was a very young organization, all of us assumed that pressed men
made up a great part of every British regiment’s personnel. This study puts paid to
this assumption very convincingly.
Gavin K Watt

But the story doesn’t end there. The 1779
recruit convoy was literally ill-fated: illness
broke out among these recruits, perhaps
due to the excessively long time they stayed
on board their transports. Sailing delays
pushed the arrival of the convoy in New York
to late August, by which time the unfortunate recruits had spent almost six months
on board. Of 76 recruits that embarked for
the 22nd Regiment, 13 died during the voyage, almost all were sick when they arrived in
America, and 26 more died within their first

O

ne of the most widely misunderstood aspects of the British army
during the 1775-1783 American war is
impressment. During the years of peace
that preceded the American Revolution,
and for most of the war itself, the army was
an all-volunteer force; it was not legal to
press, conscript or otherwise force men into
the army. Only from May 1778 through
1780 were press acts in effect for the army,
and these laws were very specific as to the
locations where and circumstances under
which men could be pressed. In spite of
their rigorous criteria, the press acts led to
corrupt practices and were unpopular with
both the population and with the army; the
acts were repealed in 1780.
By the time the first press act went into
effect in May 1778, the army had developed
a pattern of sending recruits to America
each spring. This meant that no pressed
men were sent to America at all in 1778;
even the very first men pressed literally
missed the boat. The next recruits bound
for America embarked in March 1779. An
embarkation return for the convoy carrying
these men enumerates the recruits bound
for each of 16 regiments. Of particular
interest is that the impressed men are listed
separately from the other recruits.
Of 1,329 recruits embarked, a mere 70
were impressed men. Just as important,
these 70 men were distributed among only
six of the regiments receiving recruits:
7th Regiment: 9
23d Regiment: 13
37th Regiment: 15
42nd Regiment: 6
44th Regiment: 16
63d Regiment: 11

P a g e 10
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year in America. Vagaries in the muster rolls
of the 23rd Regiment make it impossible to
know how their 49 recruits (including the
pressed men) fared, but their fate was probably similar. Given the high mortality rate, it
is unlikely that many of the impressed men
actually saw service in British ranks in 1779
and early 1780. When two deserters from the
23rd Regiment told an American examining
officer that “the recruits which arrived for
theirs & the 7th regiment, which lay together
did not exceed one hundred & ten men for
the two several whereof were sick many of
them old and pressed men,” they were right
- but the data shows us that the emphasis
should be on “sick” rather than “pressed”
(we don’t have enough data on these men to
comment on whether they were “old”).
Unfortunately we have no detailed data
for 1780. Another convoy of recruits arrived
in October of that year, just over 800 men;
they were healthy this time, but we don’t
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know the proportion that had been pressed
into service. We do have some hints that at
least a few of them were. Not long after the
1779 recruits had embarked, another man
pressed into service for the 23rd Regiment
managed to slip away:
“Escaped Out of the Custody of the Constable
of Harwood, in the County of Lancaster,
on the Evening of the 30th of March last,
Joseph Horrocks, an impressed Man into
his Majesty’s Service, and into the 23rd
Regiment of Foot; he was born in Harwood,
in the Parish of Bolton, in the said County, of
a brown Complexion, grey Eyes, brown Hair,
and by Trade a Weaver, is 5 Feet 7 Inches and
a Half high, and of the Age of 38 years, had on
when he went off, a blue Woollen Waistcoat,
he takes Snuff, and is of a rather thin Visage.
Whoever will apprehend the said Joseph
Horrocks, and bring him to Thomas Thweat
the Constable of Harwood aforesaid, shall have
a Reward of a Guinea, from the said Thomas
Thweat, besides all reasonable Expenses.”
[Manchester Mercury, 20 April 1779]

The muster rolls of the 23rd show no trace
of this man. If he was apprehended, he may
have been redirected to a regiment bound
for a hostile climate like the West Indies
or Senegal, as many apprehended deserters
were. The advertisement reveals a few noteworthy things, however, about pressed men:
at 38, he was significantly older than most
voluntary recruits, although many men
in this age bracket were accepted due to
wartime manpower needs. He had a trade,
suggesting that he hadn’t led a completely
vagrant life, but the fact that he was eligible
for impressment indicates that he was not
employed; had he been impressed illegally,
it is unlikely that his escape would have
been advertised. In spite of the regiment’s
title, few soldiers in the 23rd Regiment during the American Revolution were actually
Welsh, just as this man wasn’t. In spite of
the lack of descriptive information, we can
assume that he was wearing more than just
a blue waistcoat.
Gregory J. W. Urwin

Professor of History, Temple University
President, Society for Military History
General Editor, Campaigns and Commanders,
University of Oklahoma Press
Academic Fellow, Foundation for the Defense of
Democracies
Fellow, Company of Military Historians
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I n M emoriam

B

ruce was the first guy I recruited
after the original five founding members. He was a Service Rifle guy and I knew
he was a major collector of militaria including flintlocks, so I thought the idea might
appeal to him. Over the phone, he told me
he knew nothing about what his ancestor
had done in the Revolution, which quite
honestly hadn’t even crossed my mind. But,
he knew that the Battle of Crysler’s Farm
had in part taken place on his fields. Of
course, Crysler’s farm was right in the midst
of Royal Yorker settlements, so I asked
Bruce what his ancestor’s name was. He was
a bit exasperated, as if I should already know
the name, and said “John Strader.”
I got off the phone and immediately and
went to consult the only Royal Yorker muster roll that I had at that time. I opened to
the first page, the Colonel’s Company, and
there was John Strader, musketman A50.
Not ten minutes had gone by when I got
on the phone to Bruce and told him he had
no choice now, John Strader was a Royal
Yorker – and so was Bruce.
Bruce wanted to wear his ancestor’s
number, so A50 was painted on his accoutrements, the letter ‘A’ designating the
Colonel’s Company. When his son Philip
joined, Bruce wanted his ancestor’s brother’s number assigned to him, so Philip
became A37, Henry Strader.
Bruce had absorbed some tinsmithing
lessons from his close buddy and fellow
Royal Yorker, Vic Zubatiuk, and for years
he made pierced lanterns for various members with a crown and KRR NY cut into the
door with the member’s company number.
Once a decision was made that the original
troops weren’t carrying lanterns and lantern
stands all over New York State, the lanterns
fell into disuse, but I suspect are still treasured by those of us who have them.
On the few occasions when I saw Bruce
after he had left the unit, he lectured me
that he had not resigned and should still be
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Bruce Strader
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From left to right: Sgt Gavin Watt; Drummer Andrew Anderson. Front rank: Wayne Heideman, Tom Dugelby,
Bill Severin, Bruce Strader, Vic Zubatiuk. Rear rank: Rob Boylan, Finn Nielsen, Bob Taylor, Cpl Ed Anderson.

on the newsletter circulation list. That’s
in the days when our newsletters were
printed, stapled, folded and stuffed into
envelopes that had printed labels and
licked stamps and licked flaps. Bruce was
unwilling to understand that there was
enough work sending out a hundred newsletters to active members without keeping
inactive guys on the list.
Bruce’s first event was in 14 May
1976 for the UEL Annual Conference
in Kingston. His second event was the
200th anniversary of Sir John receiving his
beating order for the Royal Yorkers on 19
June 1976 at Upper Canada Village. The
attached photo is his third event – our first
appearance at Fort Wellington on 10 July
1976. I like this one in particular, as it illustrates what a powerhouse the KRR had
become in only eight months.
Gavin K Watt

[ A p r i l , 15 ]
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Old Hay Bay Church Service, August 23

O

ld Hay Bay Church is the
oldest surviving Methodist building in Canada. It was erected in 1792 by
the United Empire Loyalists who established the community of Adolphustown
(in modern-day Greater Napanee). Here
local residents gathered for worship and
fellowship at Canada’s first Methodist
camp meeting in 1805. The building was
enlarged in 1835. When the congregation built a new church in 1860, the old
building was converted into a farmer’s
barn. However, it was re-acquired for
church use in the early 20th century by the
Methodists, and continued as the United
Church of Canada after church union in

1925. The church, the land, and its nearby
cemetery were designated as a National
Historic Site of Canada in 2001. The
church has also been officially recognized
as an Ontario Historic Site.
An annual worship service is held in the
church on the fourth Sunday afternoon of
August. The Annual Pilgrimage Service
for 2015 will be held on Sunday, August
23rd, 2015 at 3 p.m. Everyone is welcome
to come and worship. This year’s speaker is
Michael Putnam, B. Com, M. Div. (better known to most of us as Drum Major
Putnam, or just Mike).
http://www.oldhaybaychurch.ca/

wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww
— L ink s & L etter s —
I n M emorium – R obin M orri s

R ev W ar T alk

Robin Morris was a former Royal Yorker. Sadly, he passed away last
December. Keith Lindsey prepared an article about Robin for the
Canadian Fencible website.

The “RevWarTalk” website was founded in 2014 as a positive and
supportive online community for discussion of all interests related
to the American Revolution. The site’s goal is to be one of the finest and most helpful internet research resources available on the
period.  Sharing history is part of enjoying history.

http://fencibles.ca/news.php?sid=77
J ohn s on V ault

Major David Moore provided this link from the Loyalist Trails
newsletter concerning the interment of Sir John Johnson during the
special ceremony last August.
http://brendadougallmerriman.blogspot.ca/2015/02/the-johnson-burial-vault.html
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http://revwartalk.com/
W alter B utler D ocument for Sale

If you have a spare $3,500, here is a very rare document signed by
Walter Butler. Jon Wannamaker provided this link.
http://www.ldrb.ca/pages/books/4194/walter-butler-robert-adams-alexander-white-peter-sdeygert/tryon-county-legal-debt-document-signed-by-w-alter-butler-1752-81-loyalist

D ebt P aid

Recently the UK government paid off the debt from when the South
Sea Company collapsed during the South Sea Bubble financial crisis
of 1720.   It also paid the debt from the Great War.   Well done HM’s
government. – Major David Moore
http://www.bbc.com/news/business-30306579
1 8 th C entury Shipping

Here is an interesting article from the Guardian on 18th century shipping. The interactive map at the bottom is excellent.
– Major David Moore
http://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/2012/apr/13/shipping-routes-history-map#img-1

