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NEWS FROM THE ANNUAL

Dispatches from
THE

Colonel


S

ERJEANT Rob Stewart of Duncan’s
Company has made the decision to step
back into the ranks. Robert has been a proficient and admirable serjeant for this past
6 years and was winner of the Major Gray
Trophy for his outstanding portrayal of a
Company Serjeant. Fortunately Rob’s skills
and experience will not be lost to the regiment as he will carry on soldiering in the
ranks of Duncan’s Company.

YORKER DINNER

O

NCE again this year, we had a very
successful Annual Yorker Party. The
new venue at Black Creek Pioneer Village
was excellent, with lots of space, terrific
food and a very nice atmosphere. There were
about 54 men and women in attendance,
with many in high-gussy attire, which goes
to show that you can dress them up and also
take them out.
The Colonel encouraged everyone to
think about putting together some party
clothes for Polly Johnson Day at Black
Creek on Saturday, June 18. Cadina Meadus
explained that the day will be filled with
fashion, games and partying. The activities
will replicate and commemorate the famous
party held for Lord Howe on May 18, 1778,
called the Meschianza (you may want to
Google “Meschianza” to understand the
magnitude of this celebration).
Following dinner a variety of presentations

12	Serjeant Major’s Rant
Right Wheel vs Right-About
Wheel
13 Links & Letters

COMING DRILL NIGHTS

wed, apr 20
Ft York Armory Drill
S C H ED U LE O F EV EN T S

april 30 – may 1
Mount Vernon, VA
may 14-15
Black Creek – Northern Brigade School
june 18-19
Black Creek Pioneer Village
aug 20-21
Fort St Jean, QC (All-Up Can)
sept 17-18
Monmouth, NJ (2nd Battalion)
sept 17
Thornhill Festival
oct 1-2
Fort Klock, St. Johnsville, NY
(All-Up US)
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and awards were distributed to various worthy
recipients. This year Lauren MacNeil, Arran
Stewart, Lt Scott Turrall, and Cpl Debra
Turrall were mentioned in dispatches for their
contributions to the regiment in 2015.
The Major James Gray Cup was presented to Sjt Shaun Finnegan in recognition
of his efforts to return Priapus to active service with the Yorkers. You may recall the
gleam of the brass barrel during its appearances last year, and also the impressive
“booooms” at Black Creek and Schoharie,
as the rebels scurried to dodge the incoming
ordinance. It is tradition to fill the Cup with
a magic elixir and have the award recipient
pass it along the ranks for everyone’s enjoyment, only to be drained by the winner at
the end of the ceremony. This tradition will
be continued at an event this summer, so
that all will have the opportunity to participate in this sacred ritual.
Nathan Das was presented with his
“keeper trophy” as past winner of the Yorker
of the Year Award.

the yorker courant
The awards ceremony ended with a special presentation to Colonel Reg James in
recognition of his dedication, hard work
and devotion to the Regiment. In 2015 he
orchestrated several parades and celebrations to honour the recreated regiment’s
40 anniversary, but humbly accepted little credit for the ongoing success of the
Royal Yorkers. To correct this situation,
the Colonel was presented with a beautiful 19th century watch, acquired and hand
restored by Nathan Das for this occasion.
Contributions toward the cost of this gift
had been received from Yorker members
over recent months, and Major Moore
made the presentation to Colonel James
on behalf of the Yorkers. The Colonel was
surprised, but not at a loss for words, as he
accepted the watch and spoke about his
commitment to the unit and the many people who participate in it.
The evening ended with the annual auction, which included a number of items
from those in attendance. Major David
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Moore did an excellent job as auctioneer,
with many anecdotes and bits of trivia to
entertain the crowd. (There was some suspicion that the auctioneer had a ringer in
the audience who frequently drove up the
price of items by outbidding the last bid by a
single dollar). The most highly bidded item
was a silver watch donated by Nathan Das,
which went for $250. Thank you to Nathan
for his generous contributions to the auction, as well as all others who brought items
for sale. It was very much appreciated.
The evening ended with socializing
and with photo-ops, some of which are
displayed in this issue of the Courant.
Thank you to Lauren MacNeil and Ens
John Moore for their photographic work at
the Party.
All-in-all, it was a great evening, enjoyed
by everyone in attendance.

[ Apr il, 16 ]

the yorker courant

Pag e 3

[ Apr il, 16 ]

the yorker courant

Pag e 4

[ Apr il, 16 ]

Pag e 5

the yorker courant

D I S PAT C H E S F R O M G U I LF O R D CO U R T H O U S E

2 3 5 th A n n i v e r s a ry E v e n t
T

HE weekend of March 12 to 13 saw an
elite group of dauntless Yorkers travel
to North Carolina for the 235th anniversary of the Battle of Guilford Courthouse
(1781). The drive to the Carolinas was only
12 hours or more. For veteran Musketman
Mike LeBlanc it was a longer journey from
New Brunswick.
The weekend featured the dedication
of a monument to the Crown Forces who
served at the battle. These units include
the Royal North Carolina Regiment of
Loyalists. That unit, on the day of the battle,
numbered amongst its members an ancestor of our own Ron Atkins. Sadly Ron was
unable to make the event, so we shot extra
rebels on his behalf.
The weather was in the high 20s (80s
Fahrenheit), so the Canadians suffered
accordingly. At night we didn’t really need
our sleeping bags. Rain hindered the drive
home somewhat, but luckily all the tents
but one were down by the time it started.
The battles both days were fast moving
and accurate portrayals of different aspects
of the original battle. As the Loyalists didn’t

fight that day, but guarded the baggage, we
were asked to be Jaegers. Quickly the men
adapted to the commands in German and
the ruthless style of shooting. The Saturday
battle was mostly in woods over difficult
hilly terrain. The battlefield was over a mile
from camp, so the march there and back,
uphill both ways, was notable. The men
were able to go “auf Baum” (i.e. to tree)
where the mixture of rifles and muskets
were most effective. It was estimated that
the Yorkers kept triple the number of rebels tied up. Rebel attempts to outflank and
drive back the Yorkers were unavailing. In
fact the Yorkers flanked the superior rebel
forces and pushed them back into the open.
At the Sunday battle, as happened originally, the rebels attacked from two sides,
so the rear rank faced about and fired in
the opposite direction. Shortly afterwards
Tarleton’s Legion rode down the rebel
militia to our rear. Great slaughter ensued
which delighted the Canadian Loyalists.
Camped next to us were the 7th Foot.
This unit lives the life of a British soldier
24/7 at events. So after the battle where

we returned to clean muskets and enjoy a
beverage, they paraded for another hour
and had pack inspection by the NCOs. The
7th slept with only blankets around the fire
and remained in full uniform all the time. It
was a large unit made up of mostly younger
men with no families present. It was a very
different aspect of the hobby which was
interesting to observe.
My return time was around 4am after
2300 km round trip. In the mountains
of West Virginia, on a down slope, I did
meet with a very nice State Trooper who
informed me that I was exceeding the state
speed limit by 12 mph. Later research has
revealed a ticket of $200 US ($300 Cdn)
was in order. I was asked for my license,
registration and insurance. I passed him my
military driver’s license and was informed
“I don’t ticket veterans”. I did not inform
him that I was a veteran of the War of
Independence, the War of 1812 and the
burning of the White House. But woo-hoo,
a great end to the weekend!
Major David Moore, KRRNY
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MOUNT VERNON
A P R I L 3 0 - M AY 1

family-friendly event features a youth muster on the bowling green,
military medicine with Dr. Craik, artillery demos, and even greeting
“Lady Washington!”
I’m sure you all look forward to “meeting” General and Lady
Washington, up-close and personal. You should plan to attend this
early season event.
S C H E D U L E S AT U R D AY, A P R I L 3 0

all day
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

I

N 1674, John Washington was granted five thousand acres of
land along the upper Potomac River by Lord Culpeper, under
dispensation of his patron, King Charles II. In 1690, John’s tract of
land, which became known as Hunting Creek Plantation, was left to
his son, Lawrence Washington. In 1726 Lawrence’s son, Augustine
Washington, acquired the land, and in 1740 deeded it to his son
Lawrence. He changed the name of Hunting Creek Plantation to
Mount Vernon after Admiral Edward Vernon, under whom he had
served in the Caribbean. In 1752, Lawrence died and two years later
his brother, George Washington, came into possession of Mount
Vernon.
Although the site is best known today as the home of the notorious rebel, George Washington, the site has a history of Royalist
connections that makes it an interesting spot for those of the “Loyal”
persuasion. Mount Vernon was crown land granted by King Charles
II to the Washington Family. This family enjoyed great prosperity
over many years as a result of this Royal dispensation. The plantation was subsequently named after an admiral of the Royal Navy,
Admiral Edward Vernon.
Last May a solid contingent of Royal Yorkers made their way to
Mount Vernon for their Revolutionary War Weekend. The site is
one of Virginia’s premiere historic attractions. Those who attended
reported that it was an excellent event and well worth the drive.
This year Mount Vernon is designated as a joint British Brigade
and Continental Line event, which ensures that the numbers will be
impressive. Here is what the Mount Vernon website is saying to the
public about this event:
“Step back in time and come to Mount Vernon for our
Revolutionary War Weekend. This two-day event will be one of
the largest Revolutionary War re-enactments of the year! See more
than 500 Continentals, Redcoats, Hessians, cannon, and cavalry in
action on the estate. Meet General Washington as he reviews the
soldiers. A host of other Revolutionary War themed activities can
be found throughout the weekend. Meet hundreds of Revolutionary
War military re-enactors, learn more about life in the 18th-century,
discuss military techniques, and watch battle re-enactments. This

11:00 a.m.
- 5:00 p.m.
11:30 a.m.

Visit the soldiers in their camps
Allied Forces drill

British Forces troop inspection and drill
Showing of Now or Never and
Winter Patriots
Morning skirmish

12-acre field

bowling green

12:00 p.m.

Medicine of the American Revolution

12:00 p.m.
- 4:00 p.m.

Greet “Lady Washington”

12:30 p.m.

Meet General Lafayette

greenhouse

British Forces Color Ceremony

bowling green

1:30 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.

Youth muster

Afternoon battle demonstration

4:00 p.m.

Medicine of the American Revolution

all day

Visit the soldiers in their camps

bowling green

bowling green
12-acre field

bowling green

S C H E D U L E S U N D AY, M AY 1

9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
- 5:00 p.m.
11:30 a.m.

Church service

Allied Forces troop inspection and drill
Showing of Now or Never and Winter
Patriots
Morning skirmish

bowling green

12:00 p.m.

Medicine of the American Revolution

12:00 p.m.
- 4:00 p.m.

Greet “Lady Washington”

12:30 p.m.

Meet General Lafayette

greenhouse

Lafayette inspects the Allied Forces

bowling green

1:30 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.

Youth muster

Afternoon battle demonstration

Medicine of the American Revolution

bowling green

bowling green
12-acre field

bowling green

Directions: Mount Vernon is located roughly 15 miles south of
Washington, D.C. and 8 miles south of Alexandria, Virginia on
the banks of the Potomac River, at the southern end of the George
Washington Memorial Parkway.
3200 Mount Vernon Memorial Highway Mount Vernon,
VA 22121
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Seven
Nations
OF CANADA

I

NORTHERN BRIGADE SCHOOL
M AY 1 4 - 1 5

T

HE NORTHERN Brigade is an
informal organization of Canadian
and northern United States Rev War units
that have a similar reenacting philosophy
and tactical style. Over the years these units
have regularly congregated for a weekend of training, lectures, tactical exercises
and socializing. As a result, the Northern
Brigade continues to be an organization
that is recognized in the hobby for its effectiveness in the field and comradery in the
tent lines. It is obviously working.
This year on Saturday, May 14 and
Sunday, May 15 the Northern Brigade
School will be held at our old stomping
grounds, Black Creek Pioneer Village. This
does not replace our annual June event at
Black Creek, but will be in addition to the
June event. Although the School is more
than two months away, work is under way
to assemble a schedule of activities for the
weekend that will be interesting, educational and fun. At this point the schedule
has not been finalized, but early indications
are that it will be an excellent weekend. It
will certainly be good preparation for the
campaign season ahead.

In addition to the program for the guys,
the Loyal Followers and Refugees intend
to have their own program. More details in
their activities should also be available soon.
On the Saturday, the serjeant major will
run a junior NCO training program for
potential and recently appointed NCO’s.
This will include discussions, demonstrations and practice sessions relating to the
role of the NCO, giving commands, drill
instruction techniques, inspecting troops,
commanding a company in combat, and
other related topics.
Each unit will be responsible for their
own meals during the weekend, so it is
expected that the Yorkers will put together
mess groups for communal food preparation during the event.
This, by the way, is not on the Victoria
Day Weekend, so it will not interfere with
family plans for that Holiday. This should
be an excellent weekend and well worth
attending. Please add this on your calendar
for May 14-15.
•N.NB.D•
S

N ·Y

N A RECENT article published in
Loyalist Trails, a quotation was included
that made reference to the “Seven Nations
of Canada”:
...A ship “arrived with 270 Indians from
St. Regis. They belong to the tribes called the
Seven {sic} Nations of Canada. They speak
French, are much civilized, and have a good
deal of the manners of Frenchmen”...
Most of us are quite familiar with the
Five Nations and Six Nations in 18th century North American history, but few have
ever heard of the Seven Nations. Gavin
Watt shed some light on this little known
confederacy.
“Seven” is correct. The Native communities in lower Quebec were known by several
designations — the Canada Indians, The
Seven Fires, Praying Indians, Domiciliated
Indians, or the Seven Nations of Canada.
Although there is debate about what communities constituted the seven, here’s a
likely list:
Kahnawake (Caughnawaga or Sault Ste
Marie); Kanehsatake (Oka); Akwesasne
(St. Regis); Odanak (St. Francis) and
Becancoeur; Lake of Two Mountains
Algonquins; Lake of Two Mountains
Nipissings, and the Hurons of Lorette.
Gavin K Watt
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Portrayal of Those Who Followed the British Army
Colonel James came across this article
on-line. It provides some interesting
information about the life and role of
women who followed the British army.

I

HAVE been approaching the 2016
reenacting season with some trepidation.
I have felt that portraying a follower is often
done poorly and most organizations treat
followers as a side show to the big show
(guns and marching). After many years
with little change or head way being made,
it dawned on me that much of the fault lies
in a lack of education and guidance. Women
in the hobby are often ill equipped because
their units fail to guide and inform, frankly
because they just don’t know. So I thought
it’s time to inform, so better choices are
made when choosing an impression, and on
a greater scale what kind of camp activities
should be on public display. This will focus
on women, not children, but I think you
may extrapolate how children fit into their
primary parent’s life.
The average British follower (upwards of
90%) was very poor. In fact, they would be
considered to be living in extreme poverty
today. Most would be illiterate, living hand to
mouth in conditions we would find intolerable. The social divide was greater in the 18th

century, so starvation in a world without
social assistance would be a very real prospect
for those married to a Private Soldier.
These women mostly came from large
cities around the UK such as London,

Edinburgh, Dublin and Cardiff. If we look
deeper, we have women from the various
German Nation States following along
as well. For instance in Burgoyne’s Army
every company of 50 men were allowed to
take 3 wives with them. Considering the

hard scrabble existence of these women,
when their husbands weren’t with them,
his absence had to be extremely worrisome.
The fact that the army gave these women a
chance to stay close to her husband’s pay,
guaranteeing a half ration for themselves
and the army providing their children a
quarter ration must have seemed like a very
agreeable arrangement for any woman.
The army not only provided food, but
it provided opportunities for a source of
steady income that life in a big city may not.
Laundry was a steady means of income and
laundresses are mentioned frequently. They
are even brought in to testify in courts martial during the Saratoga Campaign. I will
share it at a later time. It’s fascinating to read
how important they were to the comfort
of men in the ranks. Sewing by the piece
was also steady employment; mending and
clothing alterations could be lucrative.
It seems like the real money was in two
professions Nursing and Petty Sutler.
Everyone got a turn as a nurse as it was done
on a rotating schedule. Petty Sutlers were
given a license to sell alcohol. One can imagine they were quite popular. The women
could make quite a living by supplementing their alcohol sales with vegetables, fruit,
sewing supplies, soap and small sundries.
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Picture them as a moveable convenience
store where liquor could be sold in no less
quantity than a quart.
These women were extraordinary.
They endured the hardships of army life
on foot in extreme conditions. They suffered privation none of us could imagine.
They experienced one of the most terrifying ordeals that humans can experience by
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witnessing war. The sad truth is, this class of
people left little behind them. I am deeply
touched by their sacrifices and stamina. I
am incredibly proud to give a voice to the
voiceless masses that followed the army. It
is a privilege to portray these remarkable
women. They deserve a voice, they deserve
to be recognized as the resolute stalwart
individuals they were. That is why we should

never allow these women to be a side show.
They should be a huge and important part
of the show. The army knew these women
were an integral part of army life. I wish so
much the hobby would too.

•••

Does the Courant Meet Your Communication Needs
Survey Results

Y

OU WILL recall that the February
issue of the Courant included a request
for feedback about our current communication methods. You were asked to respond
to various questions concerning the format
of the newsletter, topics you want covered,
your readership of each issue, frequency of
publication, and your preferred electronic
device for reading communications.
Although the response was relatively
small, it was nonetheless, very helpful. Here
are a few excerpts from responses received:
• I prefer lots of well-illustrated articles, as
you deliver now. I like as much variety as
possible and always like to find contributions by the members.
• As to messages about upcoming events –
I think global emails from Reg, Dave or
Scott circulated by Alex, do a good job of
informing the members, as well as emails
to section members from the serjeants
and corporals.
• The current format is very pretty and I
enjoy its clean-ness and its sophistication.
Since we became able to click a link to be
taken there, my complaint about pdf has
disappeared.
• I think the balance that has been struck
is tack-on; however, more information
about the events, their relevance/history,
and why people should attend might be
an added bonus.
• I can see the Courant linking more
to the Regimental web page, so our
two resources could work together to

enlighten the members. These are two
great tools we have developed.
• I like the links provided on the last page,
for further 18th C study, should time permit. I particularly like the information
concerning upcoming events, and the
coming and goings of our valued friends
in the hobby.

with the current format, with particular
attention to points raised through the survey. We are always open to suggestions and
input from the readers, and would welcome
your comments at any time. Thank you to
those who responded with full and carefully considered feedback. It was very much
appreciated.

Based on the responses received, I expect
that Chris Armstrong and I will continue

Dave Putnam, Editor
Chris Armstrong, Layout
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I M P O R TA N T I S S U E S O F T H E D AY :

S L AV E R Y & S CA LP S

O

N February 16, 1782 a soldier of the
King’s Royal Regiment of New York
pleaded for the freedom of Black Loyalists.
It would be very interesting to learn all
the circumstances of this situation, and its
resolution.
– Colonel James
“Montreall February 16 1782
May it Please your Excellency These
troublesome lines I hope your Excellency
will excuse. It is Sir from a sensible feeling
I have for my fellow Creatures that urges
me to pettition to you. I have for a Series
of time past Scouting and reconitring in
the Country. I have severall times convey’d
Subjects in the Country, but there are Black
people that has been of great Service to his
Majesty’s Scouts has this late Summer came
in Voluntarily with me in hopes of gaining
there freedom, but for their Loyalty they
now are render’d Slaves in Montreall. I was
out three times last Summer and brought
in Sixteen. If your Excellency would be
so kind as to Order the poor people there
freedom as they are dayly complaining to
me to pettition for them. I desire nothing
for my trouble for bringing them in and
the Ensuing Summer I Could have the
Generall part of Schanactady in with me.
I am Sir with all Submission your
Excellencies Most Humble Servt. to
Command
William Parker Private Soldier in the
Kings Rl. Rt. of New York”
Source: Great Britain, British Library,
Additional Manuscripts, No. 21874, folio
241.

On February 1, 1779, Lieutenant
General Frederick Haldimand, commanding the Northern Army, ordered
two Loyalists, Lieutenants Thomas and
William Fraser of McAlpin’s Corps of
Royalists, down into New York from
Canada to gather intelligence. He cautioned them against taking any scalps.
“Quebec the 1st February 1779
Sir
The Two Messrs Frasers being inclined
to undertake a Scouting Party to procure
Intelligence, I adress them first to you for
Such Instruction as you shall think proper
to give them on the occasion, and I beg that

they may have any assistance they may want
from You.
I take this Opportunity of intimating to
You, that the Roads becoming now practicable, I hope you will take care to Employ
from time to time trusty People to go out
by different Roads and without knowledge of one another. But I must Caution
You against Scalps, the object being only
Intelligence.
I am &ca.
(Signed) F[rederick] H[aldimand]
Sir John Johnson”
Source: Great Britain, British Library,
Additional Manuscripts, No. 21819, folio 5.
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HALDIMAND’S CONNECTION TO

S t Augustine, Florida
N

EXT TIME you’re in Florida, forego
the visit to Disney World, and make
your way to St Augustine to see the oldest
standing fortification in North America,
Castillo de San Marcos.
The Spanish established their St
Augustine colony in 1565, and soon it was
protected by fortifications stronger than any
others in Florida. The structure that stands
there today was started in 1671, and became
a backdrop for the thriving Spanish capital
of Florida. When Britain negotiated terms
of peace after the Seven Years War in 1763,
it acquired Florida, with its military settlements at St Augustine and Pensacola. And
when Spanish troops sailed from Florida on
July 21, 1763, the entire Spanish population
of St Augustine left with them, leaving the
English with an empty city. The new owners changed the name of the Castillo to Fort
St Mark, and St Augustine became the new
capital of King George’s loyal province of
East Florida.
Given this history, perhaps I shouldn’t
have been surprised when I walked into one
of the fort rooms, to discover a full sized
image of Sir Frederick Haldimand standing
there in his red regimental coat. How did
this famous governor of Canada from the
Revolutionary War period come to have a
connection with this military outpost so far
off the beaten track?
After the French and Indian War,
Haldimand was temporarily given the
military governorship of Trois-Rivières in
Canada. In 1764, the province of Quebec
was turned over to a civil administration,
and Haldimand’s role was reduced to that
of a troop commander. Denied leave to
return to Europe, he remained in Quebec

until 1765, when his command was merged
into another. He then traveled to New York,
with the intention of returning to Europe.
But instead he was promoted to brigadier general and made military head of the
Southern Department, with responsibility
for military affairs in East and West Florida.
What a change from the snow and ice
of Canada to the semi-tropical climate
of Florida. Haldimand soon became disgusted with a service “so expensive and ill
rewarded, where one is liable to be attacked
by the malice of people more dangerous
than wild beasts.” Florida was a posting that
was truly out-of-sight and out-of-mind.
Haldimand feared that he would be overlooked if he stayed there more than a few
years. He wrote that the country was “a
Purgatory where we qualify ourselves for
the happiness of leaving.”
Despite his best efforts, soldiers became
sick and died by scores, especially those
who came in the summer season from the
north. Haldimand however, took pride in
his efforts to raise the state of his garrison,
which soon claimed to be as healthy as any
on the continent. He did his best to encourage soldiers to plant gardens, to fish, and to
keep chickens, to supplement their military
rations. He blamed the water which was
drawn from a swamp for much of the illness, so he tried sinking wells to improve the
water supply. Over objections by General
Gage, commander-in-chief at New York,
Haldimand mixed rum with the soldier’s
drinking water in an effort to improve their
health. He stuck to his opinion that rum
was better for the soldiers in hot weather.
When troops were moved from
Pensacola to St Augustine, he initially

attempted to erect barracks there with
bricks from Charleston, SC. But when he
realized the scarcity of reliable labour, he
decided to build prefab wooden structures
in New York and New Jersey, and have them
sent to St Augustine for assembly.
Haldimand and his entourage must have
contributed to St Augustine’s social life, if
one can judge by the concerts, assemblies
and private dancing parties given there.
When he left, an officer writing to him
declared that they now lived like hermits
and prayed for the return of some of his
company that they might not utterly lose
themselves in the fields of indigo and rice.
While in Florida Haldimand was promoted to colonel commandant of the Royal
Americans in 1772, and received a pro
forma promotion to major general later that
year. He remained in this post, which he
characterized as “the most disagreeable” of
his life, until 1773. Despite good relations
with the civil governors, he had ongoing
problems with supply and funding, and the
high cost of living there put him into debt.
General Gage called Haldimand to New
York in 1773 to temporarily act as commander-in-chief of North America while
he went to England on leave. Although he
deplored being in “this villainous country,”
as he called Florida, like many Canadians
today, he was reluctant to return north and
face the northern winters once again.
Next time you’re in Florida, a little
side trip to St Augustine to see where Sir
Frederick Haldimand commanded from
1767 to 1773 is well worthwhile.
Sjt Mjr Dave Putnam
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SERJEANT MAJOR’S RANT

R I G H T W H E E L v s R I G H T- A B O U T W H E E L

•

I

CAN remember in my first year as a
Yorker we did a drill session at Dover
Castle, Dover, England, at the foot of the
Great Tower. The troops were in high spirits and thought they would have a little fun
at their NCO’s expense. The troops were
marching in Indian File, and when given
the command to “right wheel”, the leading
man commenced the change in direction.
But when no instruction was given to
“front”, he continued to wheel right. The
NCO quickly gave the command to “left
wheel” to bring the Indian File back to the
intended direction, and again the leading
man continued to wheel to the left past the
intended bearing. As you can imagine, the
single file of men snaked their way across
the parade ground, weaving right and left
and right, was quite a sight. The troops had
a good laugh, until the exasperated NCO
halted them and got the “cat out of the bag”.
This incident arose from a misunderstanding about what is meant by the
command to “wheel”. In this case the leading man knew the intended direction, but
chose to highlight that the NCO did not
give a command to “front”. Without that

command, he continued to wheel, and
wheel, and wheel. So who erred in this
case – the NCO for not giving the “front”
command, or the Marker who continued to
wheel past the intended direction? Clearly,
the Marker was wrong, and deserved the
flogging.
John Williamson’s 1781 manual explains
it quite well.
“A single wheel, either to right or left, is the
quarter of a circle, and brings the new line in
which the division is formed at right angles
with the old one….”
The command to “right wheel” or “left
wheel” is an instruction to change the direction by 90 degrees. The Marker should
have wheeled until, in his judgement, the
“quarter circle” change of direction was
accomplished, at which point he should
have stepped out without having been given
a command to “front”.
If the NCO had intended that the troops
change their direction so that it marched
back in the direction they came from,
Williamson’s Manual gives the following
explanation:
“A double wheel, either to the right or left,

is half a circle, and brings the front to that
direction in which the rear was before….”
Rather than calling this a “double wheel”,
we typically give the command to “right
about wheel” or “left about wheel”.
So, is it incorrect for an NCO to give the
command to “front”? Not at all. Giving
the command “front” simply confirms for
his men that the new direction has been
reached. In fact, sometimes the change of
direction is less than 90 or 180 degrees, in
which case the command “front” overrides
the previous instruction to “R or L wheel” or
“R or L about wheel”.
So Markers, when you are given the
command to wheel, you should change the
direction by 90 degrees and then march on.
If you continue past 90 degrees, thinking
that the NCO forgot to give a command
to “front”, the mistake is yours. Instead of
showing that the NCO made an oversight,
you have demonstrated that you don’t know
your job as the Marker.
Occasionally this situation still arises.
Hopefully, with this clarification, it will not
occur again.
Sjt Mjr Dave Putnam
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— LINKS & LETTERS —
BIRTH NOTICE

T H E G R E AT F L AG CA P ER

Peter Johnson provided this news about an addition to the Johnson
clan. Congratulations to the Johnson family.
Patrick William Johnson was born March 26, 2016 in
Oshawa ON, son of Philip W. Johnson and Laura H. Blake.
Philip was a musketman in the Yorkers about fifteen years ago.
Patrick is the grandson of fifer Peter W. Johnson and Angela.

Gavin Watt also provided this link to a humorous article about the
“Great Flag Caper” perpetrated by retired Superior Court Judge,
Gordon Sedgwick, in his younger days.
http://www.thewhig.com/2016/02/21/the-great-flag-caper

M A KI N G T H E WO RLD S A F E F RO M H Y P O C RAC Y?

Colonel James provided this link that discusses the dilemma that
Williamsburg, and many other historic sites face, as they struggle
with the issue of gate receipts vs historic accuracy.
http://www.richmond.com/news/virginia/article_c18ecc38-8e4d5295-8832-dcc57c7f5d12.html#.VuXo-R_CuV9.facebook

Attached you will find a nice little piece of ‘Loyalist Rant’, or at least
what could be taken as a Loyalist rant, with many wonderful arguments on behalf of the Royal cause. I found it on the net some time
ago at the website of some dis-enchanted soul - apparently a Yankee,
but possibly even a Krelim robo propaganda site based on the attack
and the depth of detail on the rest of the site. – Michael Leblanc (on
the Long Left Flank)
http://mtwsfh.blogspot.ca/2007/12/lie-number-two-americanrevolution.html?m=1

WILLIAMSBURG AND THE SLIPPERY SLOPE

R E E N A C T I N G W I T H O U T B AT T L E S

This is a rather nice article on reenacting sans battles. – Nancy Watt
https://ourgirlhistory.wordpress.com/2016/03/21/
on-guard-march-19th-1775-a-photo-essay/

T H E TA I L O R W H O M A K E S T H E C L O T H E S AT
TICONDEROGA

Gavin Watt provided this link to a very interesting interview with
Gibb Zea, a clothing tailor for Fort Ticonderoga.
http://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/exit-interview-the-tailorwho-handmakes-fort-ticonderogas-18th-century-clothes-each-year
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