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POLLING THE MEMBERSHIP:

REENACTMENT ON THE ISLE OF JERSEY, 2006

A handful of you will recall the won-
derful trip 10 England with the British
Brigade and Continental Line over a
decade ago. Captain Cameron is in
the carly stages of organizing a similar
visit 10 the Isle of Jersey off the coast
of France.  Our hosts would be the
Jersey militia, and Tourism Britain,
who will cover our round-trip airfare.
Some History - On Boxing Day,
1780 a French invasion force com-
manded by Baron de Rullecourt, lay
oftshore in stormy weather. On Janu-
ary 3, the weather cleared and the
torce made a night landing at La
Rocque, guided by a traitorous is-
lander wha was an exiled murderer.
Two of their boats smashed agamnst the
rocks and sank drowning 200 men
[must have been awiully big boats'),
including the force’s artillerists and
guns.  Seven hundred infantrymen
landed safely and assembled for attack.
When the citizens of St. Helier
awoke the next morning, they could
scarcely believe their eves, as every-
where the streets were guarded by
French soldiers. By eight o'clock, the
Licutenant-Governor. Major Corbet,
was a prisoner and de Rullecourt had
him taken to the Roval Court House to
discuss surrender terms. The Baron
blutfed, claiming that 4,000 French
soldiers had occupied the country par-
ishes, that the FEnglish regiment sta-
ricned at Grouville had been captured
and that 10,000 more troops were on
their way from France. Further, he
ratled that unless Corbet surrendered
with all lus troops at once, the town
would be set on fire.  Succumbing to
this Gallic bombast, Corbet signed the
surrender and sent orders to Captain
Mulcaster al Elizabeth Castle, over-
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locking St. Helier's harbour, and Ma-
jor Peirson, who was in charge of the
95" regiment at St Peter's Barracks, to
lay down their arms.

The Baron proclaimed himself the
island*s governor and sent out mvila-
tions to the chief inhabitants for a din-
ner that evening at Government House
in St. Helier At the head of his
troops, and with Corbet in tow, he
marched to Elizabeth Castle to receive
Mulcaster’s surrender. However, the
captain was of a stubborn disposition
and asserted he would never surrender
and opened fire. Foiled, the Baron and
his troops returned to the Court House
with their tails between their legs.

By this time, the [sland’s Brnnsh
Regulars and Militia had assembled
under Perrson’s command in prepara-
rion for an attack. At mid-day, the
French discovered their opponents
marching up St. Helier's Broad Street
and placed captured guns at the en-

The Death of Major Peirson by John Ningleton Copley

rances to the Square in preparation
for battle. Peirson had sent his main
body along Broad Street while he led a
smaller party up another street to at-
tack from the other side of the square.
in the course of the action, Peirson
was struck by a ball and tell dead
Looking up from their fallen leader. his
men saw the fatally wounded Baron de
Rullecourt being carried into the Court
House. Dispirited, the French surren-
dered. Peirson’s bold response had
won the day.

The guilible Major Corbet, who had
previously enjoved a stellar military
career, was Court Martialled in Lon-
don for neglect ot duty.  Although
tound '‘Not Guilty' Corbet never re-
turned to the Island.

Major U'rancis Peirson was only 24
years ofd when he was killed. He was
buried with great ceremony in 8t He-
lier's Church where a memortal com-
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memorating s deeds can st2ll be seen.
This battle was the last fought on Jer-
sev soil and no other invasion of the
island took place until the Germans
arrived in 1940

The 'Death of Major Peirson’ was the
subject ot a tamous painting by Jona-
thoen Caopley, an exiled American. A
copy by Copley hangs in the Royal
Court at St. Helter and the onginal in
the Tate Gallery in London.  Captain
Cameron used this painting for the
cover of his book, “Washington and
Caeser ™
The Reenactiment — The hving history
section of the Jersey Muzzleloaders &
Antique Tircarms Association recre-
ates the 1781 Jersey militia’s 2™ bat-
talion, 4™ (South) Regiment. which
was comprised of men from the West
of St. Helier  The battalion had the
honour ot carrying its regimental Col-
ours into battle agamst the French at
St. Helier on January & Founded in
2000, the recreated unit has a core
artillery detachment of six guns. The
4th Regiment wore anillery and infan-
iy uniforms conforming to the 1708

warrant. Only part of a Jersey Militia
officer’s jacket of the period s ex-
tant - a very familiar story 10 Roval
Yorkers.

A tughlight of our visit would be to
reenact the various actions between
the British and French troops. A ma-
jor attraction will be the town square
of 8t Helier where Peirson met his
death and gained his victory, as it is
virtually the same as 225 vears ago
As a turther inducement. our foe will
be real Frenchmen, imported from the
Continent 1o recreate the Bourbon
monarchy’s attempt to take the island
while Britain was preoccupied with the
rebellious American colonies and
threats to her interests in the West In-
dies, Mediterranean, South Amenca &
Asia.

Well, were there Amencan lovalists
on Jersey? No. of caurse not. Nor
were there any loyalist troops in Brit-
ain at anv time during the war. or any
vojume of rebel trogps for that matter,
but that didn’t stop us from playing
games a decade ago. How do we fit
in? The Marksmen will take the pan
of Peirson’s regiment and the KRR an

element ot the Jersey militia,
Something Else — For those of you
who have an interest in the Second
War, the sland still has a considerable
number of (German instailations from
the tive years of occupation, some of
which are open 10 prowling,
The Question — Assuming that our
costs of airfare are entirelv covered,
there will still be the expense ot meals,
grog and souvemrs. Our understand-
g s that we will be quartered in
Elizabeth Castle in St Helier, so a few
hundred dollars should cover it alb
Any of vou interested? We need feed-
back. Please respond to me at:
gk wattdsympatico.ca.
LiCol Gavin Wan




LET'S PARTY AT A (ASTLE ~ “YORKER PARTY. SAT., APRIL 30

[n recem years we have enjoyed the ambiance of Fort York
for our Annual Yerker Party, but this vear we'd like to try
something new (that is still eld). With this in mind, the decision
has been made to try a difterent venue. This year the Yorker
Party will be held on Saturday, Apnil 30 at Dundurn Castle in
Hamiltor. If vou've never heard of Dundurn Castle, vou're
prebably not alene. It's one of Hamilton's best kept secress,
Check-out their webpage at:
hitp://www city. hamilton.on.ca/culture-and-rec/MUSEUMS/
dundurn/ i ad
History: Dundurn Castie was j#]
constructed by Sir Allen MacNab
over a three vear peried, and com-
pleted in 1835 1t was designed
by English architect. Robert §
Wetherall and built around the
brick shell of Colonel Richard
Beasley's colomal home.  De-
signed as 2 fashionable Regcncy
style villa, Dundurn (Gaelic for g
“tort on the water™) was nick-
named “Castle™ by the citizens of [
Hamilton. The Castle, with its
gardens. grounds and many un-f
usual outbuildings, was one of the [
finest estates m the province.  Sir
Allen MacNab was a prominent
figure in pre-Contederation Can-
ada.  Born in Niagara-on-the- |

York in 1826 to begin his career
as a lawver. He was declared a
"Boy Hero” for his role in the S
War of 812 and was knighted by Queen Vie-
toria for his military leadership during the Re-
beilion of 1837 Dundurn Castle has been restored to the year
1855, when Sir Alien was at the height of his career as a faw-
yer, landowner, railway magnate and Premier of the United
Canada’s (1845-56). His home is build on the land that was
occupied by the British prior to the battle of Stoney Creek, 1f
you walk in the cemetery across the street trom Dundurn Castle
you can still see the earthworks from the army’s defenses In
addition to the Castle, the Hamitton Military Museum is housed
in the gate house located on the property. The museum has an
excellent collection of Canadian mulitana dating trom the War
of 1812 10 WWIL

Tour of Dundurn Castle & Military Musesm: [t would be a
tragedy to come 1o this site for the party and not actually see
the inside of the Castle or visit the Military Museum, so ar-
rangements have been made for a group tour. The Castle has
over torty rooms, above and below stairs. They are furnished
to compare the life of a prominent Victonan family with that of
their servants. Costumed staff wilt guide us through the home,
describing daily lite in the 1850°s. Those who would Bke to
participate in the tour should meet at the gift shop at 4.00 pm.

We have been given a special rate of $6.00 per adult and
$2.25 per child. The tour lasts about one hour, and in my
humble opinion, is excellent  If you would rather spend the
hour explonng the Hamilton Military Muscum, admission 1o
this 15 orly $2.00 tor adults and $1.55 tor children. This
part of the Winter Party is an OPTIONAL EXTRA  Hvou
do not wish to participate in this activity, you do not need to
come until 5:00 pm. [f vou do want to take the Castle tour
or visit the Military Museum. please indicate this when you
provide your return tor the
party.
,_5,;:: The Party: The Coach
4% House of Dundurn Castle has
5 |been converted into a uift
[{ shop, restaurant and confer-
ence centre. We will be using
the Havloft of the Coach
House as the site for our Win-
M ter Party.
Bl eReception - From 3500 to
o 6:00 pm we will have a re-
§ ception, with a chance to min-
[ gle and drink. A cash bar will
be available on the sccond
il fioor of the Coach House
sDinner Qur  Regimental
Dinner will start at 6:00 p.m.
The meal will include soup,
‘Trolls, ham baked in hay and
‘| beer, served with a pear raisin
chutney, seasonal chet vegeta-
9% bles, chet potatoes, dessert.
and cottee/tea
eToasts & [Presenmtations - The formal
portion of the evening will tollow dinner,
including toasts, presentation of the Yorker of the Year
frophy, entertaining speeches, and the distribution of
the 2005 Yorker Calendar.
Silent Aunction: [.ast year the sifent auction was a great
success, so we ve decided to do it again. You are asked to
donate one or more items to the auction table. 1t could be
an cld hat, an extra musket tool, a mug, a fancy set ot but-
tons, or a roll of cloth you don't intend to use. I you can’t
bear to part with any of your current kit, you could contrib-
ute something that vou've made. a good historical book, or
a picture you no longer want. The silent auction will run
throughout the cvening, with a deadline set for the conclu-
sion of bidding.  Proceeds trom the auction will be used to
defray regimental costs.
General: The cost of the evening'is $25 tor adults and $13
tor children 10 or under (chidren will be served a child’s
meai). Asin the past it will be necessary to have an accurate
headcount no later than April 22, Your Scction NCQ will
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be coantacting you for your firm com-
mitment before that date. If you are
not contacted, you may respond di-
rectly to Sjt. Dave Putnam (905-648-
4786 or vorkerfedinterlynx.net). [f you
say you are coming and don’t show
up. the cost of the party will be
charged to your regimental account. 1f
you don't respond and just show up,
there will be no place set for you at the
dinner.  You are welcome to invite
guests trom other reenactment units,
but again, if they don’t show up vou
are responsible tor the cost of vour
guest.

But Hamilton is so far away... Siop
vour whining’ Dundumn Castle is no
more than a 40 minute dove from To-
ronto. For those who are coming from

4 room at the Adnural Inn, which 1s
located directly across the street from
Dundurn Castle.

905-329-2311

www._admiralinn 701 com
149 Dundum St N.. Hamilton
It vou setup a hotel squad (similar to a
tend squad, but more camfortable) and
split the cost with some other guys or
another couple, you can have a very
inexpensive weekend away.
Direction: Getting to Dundurn is
very straight forward. From the QEW
(at Burlington) take Hwy 403 to Ham-
ton. Exit at York Blvd. The ramp
will merge onto York Blvd East, and
the parking lot for Dundum Castle wilt
be on your immediate left.
DWP

afar, you may want to consider getting

2005 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Although the development of the 2005 Event Schedule is stil in its early stages,
here is a preview of what 15 being considered.

Again this yvear we will stant the campaign with a little spring training. On the
long weekend in May {May 21 & 22) we will return to Westfield Village tor the
Howse Tactics School. In addition to our usual wargaming activities, we will ex-
periment with some of the attack tactics discussed in the last newsletter. in the arti-
cle "With Zeal and Bayonets Only ™.

On the weekend of June 18/19 the 2™ Batalion of the Yorkers, along with the
castern Ontario members of the 1™ Battalion, will lav-up one of the regiment’s re-
tired colours at the museum i Willamstown. That weekend the Yorkers will also
play a role in the dedication of the new Jeremiah French grave marker at the Maple
Grove cemetery, near Cornwall. Those not involved in these activities will be at
Black Creek for the annual viliage encampment.

On Julv 9 & 10 we will return to Crysler’s Farm (Upper Canada Village) for a
repeat of the very successful 2003 event. This will be our Canadian All-Up event
for 2005,

On the weekend of August 19 & 21 we will be at Adolphustown. The regiment
will lay-up the second retired Colour at the Lovalist Museum there,
course, this site gives us an opportunity to utihze bateau n our tactical scenarios.
For the hardcore folks, take note that the Trek 1s scheduled for the week of August
13-19, ending at Adolphustown.

Several events are being considered for the Fall. You will hear more about this 1s
coming issues of the newsletter.

This 1s by no means a full list of what’s happening this season, but it gives vou
some preliminary info about a few of the main events currently being considered.
For the final dratt, vou’ll need to pickup your copy of the Yorker Calendar at the
Regimental Party an April 30,

DWP

And of

Rank
Announcement

Caprain Joyner wishes 10 announce
some adjustments in his company.

Dave Gutteridge, who was recently
clevated to Serjeant in Singleton's
Light Coy, 2B, KRR, has stepped
down as Corporal of Duncan's Coy,
B and returns to lurking in the ranks.

David Smith is promoted to Corpo-
ral, vice Gutteridge reticed.  Smith
entered the ranks of Duncan’s Cov on
Sept 15, 2001 and has been very suc-
cessful in promoting local events in
mid-eastern Ontario. He was one of
the team who made Adolpbustown so
very different and successful. He is a
great recruiter, and brought in
McGraw and Finnegan last year, hap-
pily giving the SjtMjr more meat 10
grind. With the concentration of mid-
eastern Ontarto membership, Dave will
provide an en-site NCO 1o hammer the
lads into line or lead them in their play,
depending on how cooperative they
decide to be.

Wannamaker has been heard to say
many times, anyone whao wants to take
the mickey out of Smith is more than
welcome to do so.

LtCol Gavin Watt

Yenr remember Adolphusiown!!




What Did The Yorkers Really Wear?

In case you haven’t heard. there has
been a yrear deal of discussion lately
ahont the  accuracy of the uniforms
worn by the recreated Roval Yorkers.
Jim Kochan, an authorin on military
untforms, has researched the matter
ated drawn a number of conclusions
ahout the Yorker uniform that are Jif-
Jerent from aur current inferpretation.
it is ariticipaated Hit he will publish an
article on ithe subject in the conting
year.  the evolution of the uniforms
curretty worn by the Yorkers I8 a Ris-
tory e itself. For a complete chronol-
oy of the changes, see Gavin Wane's
article on the Yorker webpage entitled
“Where We've Been, Where We Are,
and How We Gat There”. At the con-
clusiont of this history, Gavin provided
o summmary of some of the conclusions
thar Kochan has dravwn,. He wrote:

Here is a look at what he [Jim Ko-
chanj has shared with us so far.  As
the intormation that follows is Jim Ko-
chan's interpretation of primary source
matertal {i.e. original historical docu-
ments), it should be viewed with care.
Yorkers Coats and Small Clothes:
Jim Kochan has evidence from a con-
temporary oflicer's letter that the KRR
was issued unitorms brought into Que-
bec to outfit the Canadien militia bat-
talions as hght infantry for the 1775
campaign. Other than the Quebec City
battalions, these uniforms were refused
by Canadiens and were available for
issue to other units during the siege,
such as the Roval Highland Emigrants.
The coats were green jackets laced red
and the bufY coloured, woollen small
clothes were breeches and waistcoats
of the 1771 hght infantry pattern
That all men were wearing jackets, fits
with the conclusion reached by analyz-
mg Sir John's Orderly Book.

As to the Royal Yorkers' light intan-
try wings, Jim rcasons that these
would have been made from coat coi-
our cloth edged along the bottom in
red and a red edged, green cpaulette.
Note: This information about govern-
ment issues to the Roval Yorkers con-
tradicts Sir John's instructions that he
was 1o bear the expense of raising his
regiment. Even so. the coatee deserip-

Whuat doy va mean its not righe?!!”

tion matches that of the 1778 recruit-
ing serjeant mentioned in Simms.
Yorker hats: Kochan states that, if
the KRR NY wore cocked hats, it was
the only regiment in Canada to do so.
Here's where the 1777 von Germann
paintings come into play. In addition
to the paintings showing the man
wearing a capote and the Royal Ar-
tillerymen, there were at least six oth-
ers representing line regiments that
served under Burgovne. All of these
show soldiers wearing cut-down, light
infantry style caps with horschair
plumes dved 10 their regiment's facing
colour. Theretfore, the Roval Yorker
recruiting serjeant wearing a cap with
a red horsehair plume in 1778 fits the
profile.

A May 22, 1777 entry in Johnson's
Orderly Book stated that the battalion
was to be under arms in the evening

with “their Regt’l hats well Cocked.”
We have always taken this to mean
that cocked hats were being discussed.
ilowever, Jim Kachan considers the
order to mean either that
round/slouched hats were to be prop-
erly turned up on the right side, or that
the caps were to be uniformly con-
structed.

It the whole battalion wore coatees
with 1777-pattern waistcoats and caps,
the men would appear as light mfaniry,
as did Burgovne's Regular regiments,
Another thought that occurs, it Jim's
research is correct, Butler's Rangers
likely drew from the same supply of
uniforms and they and the Yorkers
wouid have been almost indistinguish-
able in 1778 and early '79.

Yorker trousers: Like many of the
regiments illusirated by von Germann,
Jim reasons that the Yorkers mav have
worn canvas gaitered trousers in place
of the butt woollen breeches, which
would have been very hot for sutnmer
campaigning.

Yorker insignia: Recent scholarship
mdicates that virtwally all off Bur-
goyne's British regiments had specifi-
cally-ciphered cap and pouch badges
and belt plates. Further, these devices
were in some way distinctive for the
various companies, ie unque for
Grenadiers, lights and Hatmen. To-
date, no identifiable KRR cap, pouch
or beit insignia have been uncovered.
Yorker Arms and Accoutrements:
Jim Kochan notes that several thou-
sand stand of Short l.and pattern arms
and accoutrements were brought into
(Quebec in 1775, e believes a num-
ber of these were issued to the Royal
Yorkers with Belly Boxes, belts and
sliding, bayonet frogs. On this basis.
he maintains that no buff leather equip-
ment was issued to the regiment at the
outset As Belly Boxes held only eight-
een rounds, he reasons that many, if
not all. of the men would have aug-
mented their ammunition supply by
carrying ball bags and powder horns,
either purchased by Sir John or
brought from home.

Sober Reflections: Over twenty-nine

o ontmied on page 65
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vears. the rtecreated 1st  battalion,
Rovai Yorkers has been unusually suc-
cessful in recruiting. Three hundred
and ninety-tive men have served in the
ranks. The unit grew from represent-
ing a single company te three and
added an artillery section, a Colour
party and a corps of drums.  In some
ways, success is a terrible enemy. As

the unit grew in numbers. making
changes to our uniforms and accoutre-
ments has become increasingly imprac-
tical.

In 2004, the Royal Yorkers have a
Staff of four; six Commissioned offi-
cers with the three companies; six Ar-
tillerists; seven Drummers; nine Grena-
diers. eighteen Light Infanteers and
forty-six Hatmen for a total of ninety-

six troops.  lgnoring the sheer cost of
making changes. the logistical prob-
lems of doing so are immense, as the
membership 1s spread across Ontanio
and into New York and Quebec Un-
derstandably, for major changes to be
accepled. the members require sub-
stantial, virtually irrefistable, proof,

Turning on the March

[.ast vear at the Tactics School we
spent tume practicing one of the meth-
ods of going from Line into Column.

While standing in Line, the command
18 given. Brigade will advance from
the right in a column of Compunies
Sections, to the right face The right-
most Company stands tast, while the
rest of the Compames pertorm a night
face. On the command, Murch, the
right-most Company {still tacing to the
front) marchs forward from its posi-
tion. The other Companies (now fac-
ing 1o the night in files) marchs to the
spot where the first Company stood,
turns left on the march. and follows
the leading Company.  As each Coni-
pany makes the left turn, the Line is
transformed inte a Column of Compa-
mes marching to the front. Pretty
neat!

A similar maneuver is explained in
the Mannal Fxercise As Ordered by
His Majesty in 1764 1t 1s described
as. Forming COLUMNS By Grand-
Divisions from the Right. The com-
mand is given, By Crrand-1ivisions
Jorm Columnys from the Right' While
the first Grand-Division marches to the
front. the other three Divisions
face to the Right, march by Files till
they successively cover the first Grand
Division; then ordered by their respec-
tive Officers. fa the front, furn!”

At Westfield we all had difficulty
turning on the march.  As recnactors
we rarely perform this maneuvre, al-
though an examination of period dnll
manuais shows that it was a common
drill movement. Turmng on the march
made it possible to change the direc-
tion of troops while in motion. Qther-
wise it would be necessary to halt, do
a tacing, and then march off again.

The question is, how does one tumn
to the right or lett on the march? Un-
fortunately, most period drill manuals
do not provide a detailed description
of this movement. However. an expla-
nation has been lound in a manual by
Timothy Pickering Jr.. An Fasy Plan
of Discipline for a Militia. He writes:

“When the men are marching one
way. and vou would have them
change their direction so as to march
to the right of it — give the com-
mand [ the right! — and, letting
them take two or three steps, then
the word 7wrn! as they sirike the
right {oot 1o the ground; upon which
they advance the left foot beyond
the right .. setting it down with the
1oe pointing obliquely to the right
and instantly raising the right heel
and turning on the right toe, they,
without setting the heel down, lift
up their right toot and step forward,
marching to the right of their former
direction.  Thus they turn to the
right in cone step; for n taking the
second step. which is with the right
foot, they not only tumn therr bodies
completely round. but gain ground
to the right.”

To put it more simply:- The Execu-
tive of the command {(the word furnh
1§ given on the right foot. You take a
short step forward with the left foot, at
the same time turning the fool to the
nght. You then step out to the right
with vour right foot. You never miss a
beat. If done properly, evervone 1s
still in step, and moving 90 degrees to
the right.

Turning to the left is the same, except
that the command is given on the lefi
foot and vou turn your right foot to
the left. etc.

The writer went on 10 say, “These
rules for turning suppose the men to
be marching in exact time, to the
sound of the fife or drum, all lifting up
therr feet and setting them down to-
gether ™ In other words, the men had
to be marching in step.

Mastening turning on the march gives
us all kinds of opportumty 1o perform
common maneuvers. without tirst hait-
ing. Something more for us to master

Sjt. Dave Putnam

aTo




Ask the Brigade Surgeon

As the Brisrde Surgeon busies himself

at his fly, sharpening his scalpel, mix-
ing pondtices,  sipping  brandies (1o
steady his nervesj, he is constantly
imterrupted by members of the publick
with o variety of technical medical
questions. Here are just of few of the
most freqguently asked guiestions.

What caused the mad behaviowr of
King George?

it is genecrally agreed that King
(ieorge’s madness was the result of a
metabolic disorder called Porphyria.
The symptoms include: colic and con-
stipation, muscie weakness, intrac-
tableness, incessant talking, agitated
mental state, failing eyesight and hegr-
ing.  Although many Yorkers mght
consider these symptoms to be admira-
bie traits, in the roval household a
remedy was earnestly hoped for. treat-
ments involved the use of emetics,
purges, cupping and bleeding,.

When this treatment had hittle eflecl,
Francis Willis, a clergyman, was called
upon. Willis™ therapy was typical of
the time for the treatment of the men-
tally 1l and rehed largely upon intimi-
dation and physical restramt. In no
way did this arrest the decline of the
King's health and, in the end, he went
stone deat and blind with only tleeting
lucid moments.

Why iy the Naorthern Brigade Hospital
the way it is?

After considerable research, the hos-
pital incorporates many “new’ design
features.  Primarily its open-air con-
struction prevents the concentration of
‘miasmas’ or air borne illnesses. The
hospital is divided into three treatment
areas. Foremost 15 the surgery for bat-
tle trauma, then an apothecary 1o ad-
minister medications, and lastly a
bieeding area. The remaining two ar-
eas are meant for the recovery of
wounded or sick soldiers and a rest
area for the well-intemioned, but mis-
guided medical surgeons.

Was alcohol used 1o prepare patients
for surgery?

Alcohol was not normally used as an
anesthetic during our time period. Ia-

tients were encouraged to be brave as
the surgeon worked as quickly as pos-
sible. The record for a complete am-
putation, without anesthetic, was
about three minutes. Unfortunately,
the surgeon’s assistant lost two fingers
during the procedure.

Why weas cnr anesthetic not wsed i
surgery?

Anesthetic is not invented until 1847
when chloroform was used for the first
time. A medical account from the
[860°s states “the patieni was so
lightly sedated that he could respond
to the surgeon’s questions. | believe
the first question asked was, ** Do you
have adequate financial coverage for
this procedure””

What wonld constitute a medical ex-
amination’

If you have recently visited a doctor’s
office you might vaguely recognize
some of the common elements of the
“Alexandrian Tripod” method of pa-
ueni examination. The revolutionary
war era physician would begin by tak-
ing a medical history, but not necessar-
ily from the patient. This was particu-
larly true if the patient was of a higher
status than the doctor or a member of
the opposite sex.  Servants, for exam-
ple, might be asked how their mistress
felt,

The physical examination of the pa-
tient was limited to the taking of the
pulse at the wrist and measuring its
strength or regularity. A physician
could also examine stool and urine

samples. Do not expect this ol the
brigade surgeon !

it was not untid the next century that
doctors actually placed hands upon
their patients. The stethoscope was
invented in 1819 because a rather
modest ! Launnec was called upon
to listen to a patient’s chest and as a
proper gentleman. he wished to keep
some objective distance between him-
self and his temale patient

From this very limited examination,
the physician would then make the di-
4LNOSIS,

What wes Syphilis?

Named by Fracastro (1478-1553),
syphilis broke oul in earnest during the
siege of Naples in 1496, Known col-
loquially in bBurope as the “French’
disease, later 1t was re-named the
“Neopolitan® disease by  the now
newly powerful French Republic. Re-
venge 13 oh 5o sweel.

Symptoms will not be discussed here,
but therapies of the day included the
use of Guicam and Mercury. Both
medications induced sweating and
drooling. Mercury also had the added
benefit of turning teeth black. Ladies
and gentlemen of the day would file
their teeth as to conceal their ailment.
A popular cautionary adage of the day
was, “a might with Venus, a lifetime
with Mereury™.

Did the swrgeon have amy medical
education?

Hospital-based medical schools were
toy be & thing of the near future. Medi-
cal education was passed on by lec-
tures on theory and a limited number
of demonstrations.  Ironically, for a
time when deaih lurked over one’s
shouiders, access to cadavers was very
restricted.

Candidates for the medical degree
were to pass a licensing exam and
could only practice within boundaries
set by the school. Doctors from Edin-
borough medical school were only to
practice in Scotland, for example.
Should they wish to move south, they
were to apply to the Roval College of
Physicians and Surgeons in London tor
the right to practice. However. these
rules were rarely entorced.

Mr B Barciay-Fynche, Brig Surgeon




18" Century
Army Blankets

Jolnr Howdding, anthor of “Fir For
Service . recenmtly comnnemcated with
Laverence Bahits concerning his work
et w1785 Baltic wreck named the
Cieneral Carleton of Whithv, Three
(1 hroed arrow blankets had heen
Sownd during the excavation, ax well
ay o gy of trowsers piade from
blunket. Byvo blankets and the trou-
sery had an X Sewn (o one corner,
The GR wid Broad Arrow sere ot
cemtered, hut rather much fover faovay
from the Xd comer). They conld not
see o I and or Brogd Arvow on the
ther two Blankets, and even the one
theyv conld see was guite faint after
200 vears n the Raftic.  Lawrence
Babits provided the folfewing infor-
nicttion ahont the find,

The collier General Carleton of
Whithby was under contract to the
Roval Navy from at least 1781 to
1785 It brought American POW's to
NY tur exchange, and then assisted in
the 1782 evacuation of Savannah
(probably) and Charleston. The loy-
alists were laken to the West Indies.

Then the ship was refitted in the UK
and started its Baltic vovages for tini-
ber and ron. It had been loaded with
iron bars at Stockholn in September,
[785 and was heading back 10 GB. A
storm blew up and the ship went down
toward the end of September, 1785 It
was found n 1992-3. and then exca-
valed durmg 1994-6 by the Centraine
Museum Morskie (Central Maritime
Muscum} in Gdansk 1 tirst became
aware ol it in 1997 In the Fall of
2003, the museum invited / asked me
to write up the clothing for the tinal
report. In March, 2004 Matt Brenckle
and | went to Gdansk and recorded the
clothing elements and small tools tikely
(e have been pant of 4 satlor's kit. We
found there were over 75 clothing
items. ranging from hats to shoes and
everything in between.  Preservation
was exceptionally good (for wool and
silk). because the iron ¢oncreted with
the sandy botiom and at least one bar-
rel of birch tar spilled over the site too.
This 1s the best dated collection of
common working man/satlor's clothing

tor the second half ol the 18th century.
Lnlike most museum holdings, the
collection ts firmly dated and the cloth-
ing was worn, and showed many re-

pairs. Malt wrote his thesis on the
clothing and we are prepaning a book
manuscript to submit to Thomas Pubb-
cations sometime early next vear

ot Stuff

When the bowls are flowing at the Yorker Tavern, and someone breaks into one
of those spirited period tunes, don’t vou wish vou could join in? Well, the time has
come to learn the words, and “Hot Stuft” is a good place to stant.

In “Songs Naval and Military”. published by the noted Loyalist printer James Riv-
igton in 1779, the editor noted that the song “Hot Stuff was “wrote at Amboy.
in the spring of 1759, by Major General §lale. then Lieutenant Colonel of the 47"
Regiment. commanded by General Lascelles. However, in an ssue of Mr. Riving-
ton’s “New York Gazette,” printed in 1774, he claims the song to have been writ-
ten by Ned Bottwood. sergeant of the Cirenadiers in the 47 Regiment. Whoever
penned the lvrics, the tune, called “l.ilies of France”, was very popular in the scc-
ond half of the 18™ century.

As a side note, the song comains a reference to the 47" Regiment being mistaken
for Governor Shirlev's troops. Shirley and Pepperell’s regiments were made pris-
oners al Oswego, and with them the new clothing of General Lascelle’s regiment
taken bv Mons Chateleaut. Thercfore. the uniforms intended for Shirev's was
issued to the 47" regiment.

Each death domg dog, who dare venture his neck,

Come follow the hero who goes to Quebec:

Jump aboard of vour wransports and loose ev'ry sail,

Pay your debts at the tavern by giving leg bail;

And he that loves tighting, shall seon have enough

Wolfe commands us my boys, we will give them hot stufl.

Up the river St. Lawrence. our troops shall advance,
Ta the Grenadiers march we will teach them to dance;
(ape Breton we have taken, and next we shall try.

At their capital to give them another black eve:
Vaudreut! “tis in vain ve pretend 1o look grufl

Those are coming who know how to give ve hot stuft.

With powder in his periwig and snuff'in his nose,
Monsieur will come down our descent to oppose:
And the Indians will come. but the Light Infantry.
Will soon oblige them to betake (o the tree;

From such rascals as these, can we fear a rebutl,

Advance Grenadiers and let flv yvour hot stuft

While the 47™ Regiment is dashing ashore.

And bullets are whistling and cannons do roar;

Says Montcalm these are Shirlev’s 1 know their lapels,
You lie savs Ned Bottwood. we belong to Lascelles;
Tho our ¢lothing is chang’d. vet we scorn a powder puff,
Then have at ye, ve barbers, here’s give ve hot stuff

With Monckton and Townshend, those brave Brigadiers,
1 think we shall soon knock the town “near him.’

And when we have done with our mortars and guns,

i you please mother Abbess a word with your Nuns;
Each soldier shall enter the Convent in bufl,

And there never fear us we'll give you hot stuff,




